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By Jeffrey Ramayah 
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
hamad said today Malaysia 
will continue to uphold the 
principles of democracy but 
will avoid practising democ- 
racy in its absolute sense. 

The Prime Minister said 
unlimited freedom was dan- 
gerous. In the country’s plu- 
ral societv. riots could easi- 
ly take piace if the people 
were free to incite racial 
feelings, conduct street 
demonstrations, go on 
strikes all the time and in- 
dulge in other activities 
which were supposedly the 
rights of people of a demo- 
c&tic country. 

Opening the 2.nd Gera- 
kan .annual d legates con- 
ference here, % r Mahathir 
said practitioners of demo- 
cracy in the West were in 
actual fact undemocratic. 

While these countries ac- 
cused developing countries 
of not practising true de- 
mocracy, they were not pre- 
pared to accept the voices 
and wishes of the majority 
in the international arena 
and in the United Nations. 

Dr Mahathir said: “Even 
in their own countries, 
there is discrimination of 
the minorities and the col- 
oured. Even their newspa- 
pers are lopsided and they 
do not grant freedom of 
speech to those they dis- 
like.” 

Malaysia had never been 
given space in the Western 
media except for news that 
was damaging. 

He said Malaysians 
should not be easily de- 
ceived by the so-called de- 
mocracy~ practised in the 
West which had led to sever- 
al incidents of chaos and 
disaster. ’ 

“Democracy is meant to 
serve socieiy, and not soci- 
ety to serve democracy,” 
added the Prime Minister 
who is also chairman of the 
Barisan Nasional. 

Guests at the opening in- 
cluded MCA president Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik 
who was accompanied by 
‘vice-president Datuk Lim 
Ah Lek and secretary-gener- 
al Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh, 

MIC president Datuk Seri S. 
Samy Vellu and leaders of 
other BN component par- 
ties. 

Dr Mahathir said the BN 
subscribed to the principles 
of democracy not just in na- 
tional administration but in 
party matters as well. BN 

F 
arty leaders could change 
rom time to time, but the 

stress of their struggles, 
based on democratic values, 
was retained by the new 
leaders. 

He said: “I wish to stress 
that ideologies are not for 
the sake of ideologies, and 
that democracy is not just 
for the sake of democracy. 
Both are to serve the good of 
their followers. 

“When ideologies are 
turned into ‘relisons’ and 
adopted without due consi- 
deration of the end-results, 
then ideologies will be dam- 
aging. This is because ideo- 
logies are man-made and 
therefore not perfect; in 
fact, full of weaknesses.” 

The Prime Minister said 
the communist ideology too 
had its merits. But in the 
name of communism, gov- 
ernments had indulged in 
mass killings, abused pow- 
er, made the people become 
more poor, governed 
through dictatorship, incit- 
ed ill-feelings and even 
spied on their people. 

At present, the West 
wanted its style of democra- 
cy adopted like a religion, at 
whatever cost. The end of 
the Soviet empire was one 
result of democracy hailed 
by everyone, but in its wake 
one saw wars and mass kill- 
ings in Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Belarus, Ukraine, Tajiki-- 
stan and in Eastern Europe, 
where genocide was ram- 
pant in the rump Yugosla- 
via. 

Dr Mahathir said that in 
the West, excessive democ- 
racy had resulted in gross 
moral decay with wide- 
spread cases of drug abuse, 
homosexualism, single par- 
ents and a suffering econo- 
my as a result of lax work 
ethics. 

The’ West not only 
claimed to practise democ- 
racy. but wanted others to 

on 

accept and practise their 
bad habits and adopt their 
moral values which they 
said were democratic and 
unquestionable, the Prime 
Minister said. 

Dr Mahathir said democ- 
racy on its own would not 
bring peace and prosperity. 
This was seen in the former 
Soviet republics where de- 
mocracy brought with it dis- 
unity, riots, racial clashes, 
suppression, economic de- 
struction and other weak- 
nesses 

He said those who were 
familiar with democracy 
would not be able to use it to 

bring improvement to their 
people. On the other hand, 
in China and Vietnam, 
where authoritarian rules 
were observed in a climate 
of economic reformation, 
the people were more suc- 
cessful and prosperous. 

Dr Mahathir said: “What 
is obvious is that the West 
reaped vast dividends from 
those in the Eastern bloc 
who were attempting de- 
mocracy. Today, the East- 
ern bloc is in tatters and 
weak, forcing it to beg from 
the West. 

“This is what the West 
wants - not democracy, not 

free trade and not ‘human 
rights’. If a government ad- 
ministered with an iron fist 
is supportive of the West, 
then it is all right. The West 
will continue to protect its 
friends, even if they are not 
democratic,” the Prime Min- 
ister said. 

‘Hedded that fanatical 
democracy would not do the 
country and the people any 
good. The view that democ- 
racy should be retained at 
the expense of the people 
and the country was stupid. 
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