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succeed in the countrv. search institutes. 

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - 
Foreign investors can bring 
their technology into Malay- 
sia freely knowing that it is 
protected, Datuk Seri Dr 

ahathir Mdhamadsaldto: 
Y -* $77 

--_J. 

The protection is provided 
for under the Patent Act 
which was passed in 1986 
while the Industrial Desien 
Act is being prepared & 
tabling in Parliament. 

The Prime Minister said 
since the intellectual prop- 
erty of Malaysians and the 
foreign investors were pro- 
tected, this paved the way 
for the orderlv transfer of 
technology to Malaysia. 

He said concurrent with 
the development in science 
and technology, Malaysians 
were encouraged to be more 
innovative and inventive. 

Dr Mahathir said the Gov- 
ernment and the non-gov- 
ernmi?ntal organisations 
were inculcating such an in- 
novative culture by holding 
several activities including 
the annual Inventors’ Fair. 

“Malaysian investo,rs 
took part in the recent Gene- 
va exhibition. Out of the six 
entries, five won medals in- 
cluding one gold medal. 

“These efforts to build the 
scientific and technological 
infrastructure and comp& 
tent scientific manpower 
are to ensure science and 
technology-based industries 

“These industries reflect 
the level of Malaysian tech- 
nological capability,” he 
said at the launch of a spe- 
cial supplement on Malay- 
sia’s technical capacity and 
capability in the worldwide 
edition of Scientific Ameri- 
can at the Dayabumi Com- 
plex here. 

The special supplement 
Malaysia: Technological 
Competitiveness Towards 
2020 is scheduled to appear 
in its April 1994 edition. 

Dr Mahathir said steps 
were taken to help in the 
comrnercialisation of scien- 
tific discoveries to nurture 
the development of indige- 
nous techtiology which,- it 
was hoped, would give the 
Malaysian Industry an edge. 

“One of the steps taken is 
the establishment of the Ma- 
laysian Technology Devel- 
opment Corporation which 
seeks to assist in the com- 
mercialisation of research 
and innovations developed 
in the country,,” he said. 

Dr Mahathlr said stens 
had been taken to prepaie 
Malaysia not only to be a a 
contributor to new technol- 
ogies and scientific discov- 
eries. 

“The Government, 
through its funding pro- 
gramme via the Intensifica- 
tion of Research in Priority 
Areas, has provided a susb- 
stantial fund for research in 
the universities and re- 

“Further strengthening of 
this development is facili- 
tated by the provision of pol- 
icy guidelines such as the 
Industrial Master Plan, the 
Technology Action Plan and 
Vision 2020. 

“The national research 
and development allocation 
is being increased, with an 
anticipated doubling in the 
proportion of Gross Domes- 
tic Product between 1990 
and the year 2000 (from 0.8 
per cent to 1.6 per cent of 
GDP),” Dr Mahathir said. 

He said with this develop- 
ment, not only had new 
knowledge been generated 
but highly trained person- 
nel had atid were beiing pro- 
duced to man the high tech- 
nology-based industries. 

Several examples, he said, 
may be highlighted to indi- 
cate the level of sophistica- 
tion achieved using local ex- 
pertise. For instance, a 
majority of Intel Technol- 
ogy Corporation’s most ad- 
vanced microprocessors 
were assembled and tested 
in Malaysia using automat- 
ed equipment and processes 
designed, fabricated and in- 
tegrated locally. 

f’ We should tell the world 
that Malaysia is an attrac- 
tive centre for high technol- 
ogy-based industries and 
that Malaysia is a good tech- 
nological partner for their 
continued competitive- 
ness,” he said. 
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