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Medical Association (MMA) 
not to allow its- used 
by a few of its members to 
serve their nersonal inter- 
est. 

Instead it must uphold the 
stature of the profession 
with 

d!En 
‘ty and build an 

unassa’ ble image of integ- 

‘ri?he Prime Minister said 
more than any other rofes- 
sion, the medical pro P ession 
needed the respect and trust 
of those whom it served. 

He noted that it was the 
MMA’s duty to ensure this 
was achieved at all times, 

Dr Mahathir was opem 
the 33rd annual genera n! 
meeting of the MMA at De- 
lima Resort here tonight. 
Also resent was Menteri 
Besar b an Sri Osman Aroff. 

The Prime Minister said 

L ractically every profession 
d an association and the 

medical profession was no 
exception. 

“Indeed medical associa- 
tions are among the first to 
be formed in any society,” 
he said. 

However Dr Mahathir re- 
minded the MMA that a pro- 
fessional association Was 
not quite like a trade union. 

“It is not really meant to 
fm fees. Rather it is more 
concerned with ethics and 

&son was qua1 
I.____ 

eted out disciphn- 

,standard of prof&&naiism 
among its members and be- 

E 
‘ven legal authority, Dr 
ahathir said. 
He reminded the MMA 

that these basic functions 
t must always be borne in 

mind by the members, par- 
ticularly the office-bearers. 

He also reminded that an 
association lost its integrity 
and the respect of the com- 
munity if it got involved in 

litics 
P 

or in bickering and 
ternal dissension. ” 
On the other hand, if it 

helped to upgrade the 

sion. 
On the country’s health 

standard, the Prime Minis- 
ter said it had improved re- 
markabl over the ears. 

He sar 4 r rurd hea th facili- 
ties had increased from 
1,167 in 1970 to 1,778 in 1999. 

Specialist services had 
also im roved in all 
hospi tap Ie 

neral 
8 and severa other 

distkict hos itals. 
He said e improvement & 

in the health standard w&s 
the result of the nation’s 
rapid growth and the Gov- 
ernment’s concerted efforts 
to upgrade the medical ser- 
vices. 

Despite the 
Mahathir said t. $$>eg f 
ment would sustam the de- 
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velopment of the ’ medical 
sector. 

He said the Government 
would spend five per cent 
and seven per cent of its 
GNP in the year 2000 and 
2020 respectively to upgrade 
medical facilities. 

On rising medical costs 
Dr Mahathir said it could 
not be avoided but efforts 
must be made to control 
them so that the increase 
was appropriate with the 
natron’s rate of develop- 
ment. 

“In this respect, doctors 
have an important role to 
play because their practis- 
mg habits and decisions 
when attending to patients 
are an essential factor that 
will determine the costs,” 
he said. 

On quality medical ser- 
vice, he said doctors should 
be sepsitive to the surround- 
mgs/and inculcate a proac- 

i tiv /attitude when provid- 
ing the service. 

The Prime Minister also 
called on private practitio- 
ners to implement a self- 
regulatory mechanism to 
monitor quality. 

They could emulate the 
Health Ministry which had 
introduced its quality assur- 
ance programme. 

Dr Mahathir also urged 
doctors to enrich their skills 
and knowledge. 

He said of late, treatment 
and services rendered by 
private and Government 
hospitals had come under 
close scrutiny from the 
mass media. 

“The irony is that the crit- 
icisms towards the profes- 
sion and medical institu- 
tions are made at a time I& 
are enjoying better medical 
care,” he said. 

He believed that the num- 
ber of unfavourable inci- 
dents involving the medical 
profession could be reduced 
If the doctors had a better 
rapport with their patients. 
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