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DISCARD "VILLAGE CHAMPION" TMAGE. DR M TELLS “WPORTSMUN

bm ’ 5%

BANGI. June 6 (Bernamal —— National svortsmen should discard the
"yillage champion” imadge and instead strive to become world champions, the
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr_Mahathir Mohamad said todav.

National svortsmen. who could onlv win on home turf and losc when
competing abroad. would onlv be ridiculed bv outsiders. he said.

Thev were still dependent on lecal support to spur them to win in
competitions despite beina phvsicallv fit. he said when addressing the
gingapore-bound Malavsian contindent for 17th SEA Games at the national
training camp here.

He then handed over the Malavsian fiaa to the chef-de-mission Datuk
Khalid Yunus.

Or Mahathir said national sportsmen should be phvsically and
svirituallv strona and have the self-discinline to attain
international~class status. —— more
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TneAPrime Minister said their target should be to emerde as "national
champlon todav. regional champion tomorrow and world champion the dav
after". - » )

"Bach athlete should aspire to be a world chamvion. verhaps not within
reach now. but he should work towards it from now so that the next
aeng?ation can make it happen later.” he said.

~Tms objective could be realised provided national sportsmen were
hichlv discivlined, in verfect frame of mind. bhvsicallv fit and would
never allow themselves to be overcome bv the fear of 1o$inq, he said.

Dr Mahathir said national svortsmen should not depend on fan's support
to boost their spirit but should instead relv on intrinsic push to canture
a particular title. ‘

.” It we expect our fans' support to weaken our opponents. the real
winners are not the plavers but the crowd that gives the support,” he said.
-- more
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Dr Mahathir said sportsmen should also be able to take orders and move
as a team in order to give maximum performance {h anv competition.

The Prime Minister reminded members of the national contingent of their
responsibilitv to mreserve Malavsia's good name in all . the events they
would be takina vart in.

" Althouah thev,are onlv games. national reputation is at stake." he
said.

Dr Mahathir conaratulated the sportsmen for havinag underagone training
at the camp at the Sultan Ahmad Shah Training Institute here

Their stint there was significant because it made them aware that
victorv in anv competition was not onlv determined bv phvsical strength but
also the fightina spivit and mental power.

Dr Mahathir presented a dovermment arant for RM500.0600 to the Olvmpic
Council of Malavsia president Tan Svi Hamzah Abu Samab for the upkeep of
the svortsmen while in Singapore. —-- Bornama
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