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: We can’t
ocate for all

contirBencies

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. — . -
The Government could not":

make allocations for all con-
uﬁ;nmes, Datuk Seri ]%r
sai

's flash .

ﬂoods as an example.

The fact that the floods

subsided gruickly showed
that the system
worked but it could not co
with the situation then;
Prime Minister said.

He said the city is located

in a valley, and it was not
uncommon to have floods.
He said this could be over-
come if the rivers are wid-

ened. But for this, the Gov- -

ernment needs to acquire
land, he added. .
Dr Mahathir said: “We

may have to relocate squat- -

ters to acquire land to widen
the rivers ... but when we
trytodo thlS the newspaper
people will then show the
people how uncaring the
Government is.

“We care ... but there are
costs for such actions.”

day’s flas
“he had opened the G15 Ex-

. the:

The Prime Minister was
askedto C(Hnment on yester-
floods. Earlier,

perts Group Meeting on Ex-
change of Information on
National Economic Policies.

Dr Mahathir said the Gov-
ernment would provide the
necesgary allocation to City
Hall if it had the money. But
in Malaysia, the Govern-
ment needs to raise taxes to
have more funds.

But the people generally

_did not like to pay taxes. “If
the people are prepared to

pay their taxes ... pay more
taxes .. we can have more
money,” he said, adding that
overnment has not
wasted the people’s money.

- 'The Prime Minister said:
“We dont make monu-
ments in this country. We
build roads, bridges and

,pubhc facilities.”

Asked if the recurrence of
the floods would affect daily
life in the city, the Prime
Minister said: “That’s not
all. We also have traffic
Bzg bléms' which have not

n solved yet.

“For instance, if - we want
to build tracks for the Light
Rail Transit system, to re-
solve the squattets problem
alone take years

“At times, wHen we have
already E ié them compen-
sation, they do not want to
move out. Such is the caring

-sentiments in this country

that if squatters dot sozne-
thing wrong, we can’t ac

“We don't get the public’s
support on a firm action
that we need to take.”

Dr Mahathir also cited an-
other instance where funds
were reqmred to help devel-

.op,the country.

“When we want to build
roads and impose a small
toll, people demonstrate ...
but when there are floods,
they want allocation and
ask why it is not given.”
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