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Haha thi r+lATRADE
MALAYSIh MUST MAKE
bm
KUALA LUMPUR, Junq

itself  as  a  nroducer
from other countries
Mohamad said today.
Tmic  Ki nistcr

A NAME AS OUALITY  PRODUC&  SAYS MAI-!ATHIR
13 ,i :

11, Jun (Bernama)  -- Malavkia must make a name for
of quality uroducts, capable of competing with goods
in the international market, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir---I..~

said the future strategv  of product development
should be directud  at aiving the countrv’s goods a comparative edge based
on technoloav, quali tv and divcrsitv of uroducts.

Product develonment  should no longer be based solely on available
resources and a rclativelv low labour cost. he said when launching the
Malavsian External  Trade Develooment Coruoration  (MATRADE)  at the Ituala
Lumour  Hilton Hotel here.

“This will ensure that we alwavs stav ahead of competition and.
consequentlv.  lead in making inroads into international markets through the
comuetitiveness and crualitv of our aoods ,‘I he added.

Such a strateav had been successfully irnPlemented bY a number of East
Asian countries in develooi.no  their cxoort-based industries, he said. --
more
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The launchinu ceremonv was attended bv International Trade and Industry
Minister Da tuk Scri Kafidah  Aziz.  HATBADE  cha i rman  Tunku  Tan Sri Ahmad
Yahva and its board of directors.

Dr Mahathir said: “Under the Second Overall Perspective Plan, exports
from the manufacturino  sector is expected  to  qrow at 16 per cent a year and
i t s contribution to the country’s total exports to increase f ram 60.4 per
cent in 1990 to 81. B uer cent bv the vear 2 0 0 0 . ”

He said the countrv also needed  to enhance its cxuertise  in the
services sector because it commanded hiclh  export potential.

“There are some Malavsian firms exuorting services but there is a
thinking that a strateuv  needs to be drar/:n un and a more comprehensive
nrouramme  urenared for the exoort  of  services ,”  he  added.

MATKADE  was charged with the resoonsibi1it.v  to orqanise  prograrmnes  that
could enhance the uerformance  of service export  by Malaysian companies, he
said. -- more
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Mahathir-MATRADE 3 Kuala Lumpur

Dr Mahathir said another matter that required the attention of everyone
involved in international trade was utilisation  of national facilities.

The country lost thousands of million ringqit  each year because
Malavsian  traders made use of the cxucrtisc. orqnnisation  and faci l i t ies  of
th i rd  countr ies ,  he said.

He added: “Because of this, not onlv our nhyscial  infrastructural
facilit ies development do not get priority but various fields of business
l ike  t rasnnor ta t ion.  packaaing. contai.ner onerations , insurance and related
a c t i v i t i e s at  the nbrts a r e  u n a b l e  t o  expan’d.  ,.

“The uqvernmcnt  i s aware of thu. common cxcusc given that our ports and
their onerations ine f f i c i en t  comuared  to foreign ports. But, all  these can
be remedied. ”

Dr Nahathir  said uerformance  at Port Rlang had imorovcd af ter  i t s
nrivatisation  arid the uovernment  was exuantling  the port and others too.

The Electronic Data Interchanue (EDI) svstcm would be implemented at
the uort which had been declared a duty-free port by the government to make
it an entreuot  uort,  he added. -- more
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Ilruina  Plalavsian  traders to mnltc (rrcater  use of Port lilang,  Dr Mahathir
said the entrenot,  trade there would create much tradinq opportunities and
make the uort an imDortant  one in the region.

He honed wrnnn~ COli1.d stew up elforts to urovidct  the trade information
required bv the business community lxrtaining  to markets, import
rctruirements, trad.i.nu ouportunities and trade inteliiqence.

He said: “The formation of MATRADE  is a c~ovcrnmcnt  measure to
strentrthen uerformance  of  Mnlavsiau cxuorts, bc tilc:y aoocls  or services .‘I

Malavsia  could be nroud of its trade l.inl;s with most countries and it
was listed arnonu the nlaior tradinu countries in the world in terms of
cxDorts  and iml)orts,  hc added.

“This is ~rC,of I;hat  our rnarkct i.:; O'I)(:II  1:o other c:ountr-its.  In fact,
Malavsia is arnonq  the few countries wllcre  goods from al.1 corners of the
alobe is sold freelv.”  he said. -- Bernam
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