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MALAYSIA MUST MAKE A NAME AS QUALITY PRODUCER-. SAYSMAHATHIR
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KUALA LUMPUR. Juna 11, Jun (Bernama) -- Malavsia must make a name for
itself as a nroducer of quality vroducts. capable of competing with goods
from other countries in the international market, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir__
Mohamad said today.

The Prime Minister said the future strateqv of product development
should be directad at aiving the countrv's goods a comparative edge based
on technoloav, aquali tv and divcrsitv of uroducts.

Product develooment should no longer be based solely on available
resources and a relatively low labour cost. he said when launching the
Malavsian External Trade Develobment Corvoration{MATRADE) at the Kuala
Lumour Hilton Hotel here.

“This will ensure that we alwavs stav ahead of competition and.
consequentlv. lead in making inroads into international markets through the
competitiveness and aualitv of our aoods ." he added.

Such a strateav had been successfully implemented by a number of East
Asian countries in develoning their cxoort-based industries, he said. --
more
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The launchinaceremonv was attended bv International Trade and Industry
Minister Da tuk SeriRafidah Aziz.MATRADE chairman Tunku Tan Sri Ahmad
Yahva and its board of directors.

Dr Mahathir said: “Under the Second Overall Perspective Plan, exports
from the mannfacturinu sector is expected to arow at 16 per cent a year and
its contribution to the country’s total exports to increase f rom 60.4 per
cent in 1990 to 81.8ver cent by the vear 2000.”

He said the countrv also needed to enhance its expertise in the
services sector because it commanded hiah export potential.

“There are some Malavsian firms exuorting services but there is a
thinking that astrateav needs to be drawnupv and a more comprehensive
nroaramme prevared for the exvort of services,” he added.

MATRADE was charged with the responsibilitv to organise programmes that
could enhance the verformance of service export by Malaysian companies, he
said. -- more
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Dr Mahathir said another matter that required the attention of everyone
involved in international trade was utilisation of national facilities.

The country lost thousands of million ringgit each year because
Malavsian traders made use of the exvertise. organisation and facilities of
third countries, he said.

He added: “Because of this, not onlv our umhyscial infrastructural
facilities development do not getpriority but various fields of business
like trasnnortation. packaging. container onerations, insurance and related
activities at the pérts are unable to expand. .-

"The government IS aware of the. common excusegiven that our ports and
their onerations inefficient comoared to foreign ports. But, all these can
be remedied. "

Dr Mahathir said verformance a Port Klang had imorovcd after its
privatisation arid the government was expanding the port and others too.

The Electronic Data Interchanae (EDI)svstem would be implemented at
the port which had been declared a duty-free port by the government to make
it an entrevot vort. he added. -- more
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Uraina Malavsian traders to make greater use of Port Klang, Dr Mahathir
said theentrevot trade there would create much trading opportunities and
make the vort an important one in the region.

He honed MATRADE could step UP efforts to vrovide the trade information
required by the business community vertaining to markets, import
reauirements, tradinag opportunities and trade intelligence.

He said: “The formation of MATRADE IS agovernment measure to
strenathen verformance of Malavsian exvorts. bethevdoodsor services ."
Malavsia could be vroud of its trade links with most countries and it
was listed amona the maior tradinu countries in the world in terms of

exports and impvorts.he added.

“This isproof that our market is open to other countries. In fact,
Malavsia i s amongthe few countries where goods from al.1 corners of the
alobe is sold freelv." he said. -- Bernama
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