
CNS5629 
R PE il-05 00226 I3819 
aae tbe 

Mahathir-Post 
ANWAR WILL NO!f CONTEST UMNO DEJ?UTY I’RESIDEN’I” S POST, SjtY,S MAHATHIR 
bm ..j 4 \ 
KUALA LIJMPUR , June 1 l,:. ( Dernama ) 

T 
-- UMNO Vice president; .Datuk Seri Anwar 

Ibrahim will not conteSt for the uost o.f Deuutv President at the party’s 
aoneral asscmblv in November, Dntult Sari Dr Mahsthir. Noh.amad said today. 

The Prime Minister. who is UMNO President. said Anwar had already 
stated his stand. 

Suenkina to re~ortcrs after chairincr the UMNO Supreme Council meeting 
here. Dr Mnhathir said as far as he kllehr tl~c post ol: President would also 
not be contested. 

The Suureme Council %ar:eed that onlv the three ,.$>osts 0.f: vice-prcsiden.t 
and Suurcme. Council seats would be contested. he added. 

Hc said: “Tliero mifflit, be ucoble who sav this is undemocratic and that: 
sort, of tliina but if there is no need to contest aJthough WC are 
democratic. then don’t contest.’ 

“We do not have Po contest simnlv because we are democratic.” 
In the interest of stnbilitv. the Sunremc Council felt that for the 

time beinu it would bc better i.f there was no contest for the posts of 
President and De.uutv President . 

But if there were ueoule who still. wanted to contest, the party could 
not do nnvthinu about’ it, he added. -- more 
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Dr Mahathir said there was still talk at the lower levels that he had 
aiven his blessinas to the camDaigni.ncr for the uost of Deauty President 
althouah there would be no contest. 

“This is totallv untrue. I have never criven consent to anyone to 
contest for the Dost of Dcpntv J?rcsidcnt. I’ he added. 

He uraed those ~coulc to immediately cease what they were doing. 
If there were anv arouus i.nterestcd in nom.inatina candidates for the 

uost. thev would not be acceoted and it would be waste of their time, he 
added. 

He sni.d UMNO was stable and anv view that the oartv was sp1i.t into two 
or three was exDressed bv aeonle who were unsvmuathctic to the party and 
wanted to see it in turmoil. 

Newsmen were haouv if there was turmoi l because i-t, would urovide them a 
trove of material for stories, he added. 

As exnmnle. he ci.t,ed the aeaceful. conduct of the UN-supervised general 
election in Cambodia where the mass media were so di sanpointcd that there 
were no killinos. 

“I ho~c newsuauers in Malavsia do not depend on such excitement. We do 
not have such excitement,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said UMNO members were rational. ncoolc and none of them 
were interested in arabbing power-.. 

“The tvpe who urab power have left. We welcome them to remain outside 
the uartv.” he added. .;- Bernama 
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AnDroached bv renorters, Rnwar said hc had no &rther statement to make 
on the mntdt,er and that there was no chanue in his urevious statement ol.not 
intendinu to contest, the nost. 

"I'm nuzzled whv it’s news to vou.” he said as he was lcavinrr the UMNO 
headquarters. , 

Asked if he ex~cctc(f UMNO members would still ask him to contest. 
Anwar. who is Finance Elinister. said: “The question is irrelevant.” 

Another vice-uresidcnt. Datuk Abdullah Iis ii. Ahmad Radawi, said Dr 
Mahathir had mentioned about the “no-contest” for the number two post at 

;, the last SuDremc Council meetinn. 
However, as the Prime Minister did not sneak about it at the 

uost-meetina Dress conference then, there seemed to be some “confusion” on 
the issue at the around level. 

“Obviouslv because of this confusion, the Prime Minister decided to 
make himself verv clear today,” he said. -- Dernama 
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