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KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. —
Umno president Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad to- *
day welcomed the decision
of vice-president Datuk Seri @
Anwar Ibrahim not to con- .
test the deputy president
post in the party’s Novem-
ber election.. )

The Prime Minister said %
Anwar announced his deci- §
sion at today’s meeting of °
the Umno supreme council.

As for the post of presi-
dent, he said as far as he
knew, nobody had proposed
to contest (against him).

However, Dr Mahathir
said, there was still talk at
the ground level that, al-
though there would not be a
contest (for the deputy pres-
ident post), campaigns were
still being carried out pur-
portedly with his blessings.

He said this was not at all
true as he had not given his
blessing to anyone to con-
test any post. )

“What has been agreed is
that there will be contest at
the vice-president level (and
below),” he told a Press con-
ference after chairing the
meeting.

Dr Mahathir said there
might be people who would
say that this was undemo-
cratic.

“But if we do not need to
contest although we prac-
tise democracy in Umno,
then we don’t have to con-
test. We don't need to con-
test simply because we are
democgatic,” he added.

DpAlahathir said the dem-
oczatic principle should be
adhered to only for the good
of the party, adding that in
order to ensure party stabil-
ity there would be no con-
test at the levels of presi-
dent and deputy president.

He said there would not
be any harm done if there
was no contest for the two
posts. .

The Umno president said
it was always difficult for
him to say that nobody
should challenge him.(or his
deputy Ghafar Baba).

Dr Mahathir said since
Datuk Seri Anwar had made
the announcement that he
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-would not contest, it would
be a different matter if
somebody else were to con-
test the deputy president
post.

To a question on what
would happen if the divi-
sions continued to nomi-
nate their candidates de-
spite the annouhcement
that there would be no con-
test for the deputy presiden-
cy, Dr Mahathir said if they
wanted to nominate, they
could do so.

Dr Mahathir said Umno
was now stable and de-
scribed talks that the party
was being split into two or
three camps in view of the
November election as the
work of people who were not
sympathetic towards Umno.

“They are happy if they

see Umno in constant turbu-
lence. Sometimes even re-
porters are happy if Umno is
in turbulence because then
they will have the news,” he
said.
Dr Mahathir quipped: “If
we are quiet, very stable,
very sane, with no madness,
it will not be fun.”

He drew attention to some
newspaper reports he read
about the recently-conclud-
éd UN-supervised elections
in Cambodia in which the
writer seemed to be disap-
pointed because the elec-
tions were held peacefully
and without people being
killed.

“For him, there would be
news only if there were Kkill-
ings. Therefore I hope that
our newspapers will not
count on that kind of excite-
ment. We don’t have that
kind of excitement to offer.

“Umno is very rational.
We do not go about grab-
bing power. Those who
want to do so are already
out of the party. And they
are welcome to stay out.”

Dr Mahathir said that the
council had also decided
that all branches must ac-
cept membership fees from
all members and no member
who had paid his or her fees
should be prevented from
taking part in the branch
general assembly.

He said the only valid reg-
ister of members was the
one issued by party head-
quarters. .
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