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Mahathir-Issues A"}
CHINESE LEADERS SHARE OUR VIEWS. SAYS MAHATHIR

From Abdul Rahman Sulaiman ® Wy esverseis .
Beiiing. June 16 ,Bernamal) --— Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad said here

today that leaders of the People™s Republic of'China shared Mataysia's
views on-a number of bilateral. regional and international issues.

He qgot this impression after having discussions with Chinese President
Jiana Zemin. Prime Minister Li Peng and the Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the,National Peovle's Condaress Oiao Shi.

The Prime Minister. here on a 1l0-dav official visit to Chima as guest
of Li. told a press conference that he was verv satisfied with the results
of the talks.

"We seem to have the same views on bilateral. redgional and
international issues." he said.

The subiects dealt with in his discussions with the Chinese leaders
over the past three davs included economic cooperation. expansion of trade
between the two countries. investment. China—-Asean relations. regional
securitv. includinag the Spratlvys issue. world trade. human rights and
democracv. and the Bosnian War. —— more
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Mahathir-Issues 2 Beiiing ' ‘

Dr. Mahathir is internmationallv known as a strong advocator of a freer
alobal trade rqume{and hiaghly critical of the Western interpretation of
human ricghts and democracy. .

He had-also criticised the United States and its allies in the handling
of the Bosnia-Hezegovina issue.

Visibilv pleased with the outcome of his visit. the Prime Minister said
more than 30 aargements and Memoranda of Understanding on joint ventures
and other deals were siagned bv Malavsian businessmen accompanving him and
their Chinese counterparts.

"As a result of this.- there will be a areat deal of business
interchandge between Malavsia and China. I'm satisfied with the results so
far and am lookinag forward to continuing success for the rest of the
visit." he added. .

On China's stand on the Spratlvs issue, Dr. Mahathir said he had been
assured that China was willinag to sit down and discuss the issue
bilaterally with the countries involved.

"I'm satisfied with this. We do not expect the issue to be resolved
immediatelv.” he said. -~ more
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The Spratlv Islands in the South China Sea are beina claimed bv China
and almost all the Asean member.countries.

Asked whether China opposed Malavsia's close trade relations with
Taivwan while at the same time promotina close relations with China. Dr.
Mahathir said Malavsia's recoanition to Taiwan was reduced to one of a mere
economic entitv followine the establishment of diplomatic relations between
Kuala Lumpur and Beiiing.

“China does not mind this.™ he added. -- Dernama
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