Dr M says
two-thi
NS
should be

retained

By K.P. an

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. —
Prime Min_iste.L_Daiuk_Sq%
Rr Mahathir Mohamad sai
t-provision for
a two-thirds majority to
amend the Federal Consti-
tution should be retained.
He said if the provisions
to amend the Constitution
are made easier by requir-
ing a mere smple’majority
vote of the Parliamént it
would make the minorities
living in the country be-
come suspicious. .
“M¥u cg)inion is that the
two-thirds majority should
be retained. We do not want
the minorities to fed that
their_rights, guaranteed in
the, Congtitution, could be
easily violated by a smple
majority vote,” he said in
response to questions from
reporters.
ewan Rakyat Speaker
Tan Sri Zahit Ismail had
said on June 14, that the
Prpwson requiring a two-
hirds maioritv vote to
amend the Constitution
sl|10ul d be tch%\nged t?_ fa sm-
e majority to simplify pro-
gedur%s |% line Svn}l] F%he
needs of the Constitution.
Dr Mahathir, who re-
turned from a 10-day official
vigit to China, was speaking
at a Press conference at the
Kuda Lumpur Internation-
a Airport in Subang.

a

He was met on arrival by
Deputy Prime Minister Gha-
far Baba, Foreign Minister
Datuk Abgullah Ahmad
Badawi, AMinister in the
Prime 4linister’s Depart-
ment Datuk Abang Abu Ba-
kar Mustapha, Deputy Min-
isters and other ‘senior
officids. . o

Commenting on his trip,
Dr Mahathir said it was very
successful, and added that it
was necessary for the busi-
ness community who signed
more than 30~ agreements
and Memoranda of Under-
standing. to follow up on
their projects.

“This Is the only way to
ensure the success of “the
ventures. The Government
on its part will offer to assist
a the official levd, if such
assistance is required.

“The Chinese officias
have dso given an assur-
ance that they will give
their full support to ensure
the success of the projects,”
hesaid. o

The Prime Minister also
Pralsed China for its haspi-
ality during hisvisit with a
280-member delegation, add-
ing that the Chinese Gov-
ernment had made al the
arrangements, includin

roviding its own aircr
or travel within the coun-
try.

“Thisis evidence of their
friendliness towards Malay-
sia and | think it sort of
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‘Not contesting is also democracy’ --

Asked®y.a re.{bnibp“ Wil +/dekking for themselves.

[JFROM PAGE ONE

enhances the dr close
relations between the two
countries,” he said.

Asked to comment on
statements by certain Umno
leaders who had said the
party supreme council’s call
that the posts ‘of president
and deputy president
should not be contested was
merely a guiddline and that

in a democracy contests
should be alowed, Dr Ma-
hathir, who is Umno presi-
dent, said:

~ “Not contesting is also be-
ing democratic. Democracy
does not mean there must
be contests. Just contesting
for the sake of contesting is
awaste of effort. There must
be an objective if someone
waiits to contest,” he said.

the Sta¥*who alleged that
there were moves by su-
porters of Umno vice-presi-
dent Datuk Seri Anwar Ibra-
him to obtain nominations
for him to contest for the
deputy presidency, Dr Ma-
hathir said:

“This shows that they are
not supporters of Datuk Seri
Anwar. These people are

They hope that if their boss
gets promoted they can aso
climb up too.”

However, there has been
no reports in the Press or
elsewhere that the support-
es of Anwar had initiated
moves to obtain nomina-
tions for Anwar for the den-
uty presidency.
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