Towering )
of telecommunicatio

By Nuraina Samad

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs., —
The Kuaa Lumpur Tower
will be a multi-purpose
structure equipped with the
latest and most sophisticat-
ed technology, enibling the
country “to enter the Tina
stage of the telecommunica-
tions era”, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri hir Mo:

hamad said today.

“That is our objective,” he
told reporters after officiat-
ing a the construction of
the tower’'s “superstruc-
ture” in Bukit Nanas here.

Dr Mahathir said the tow-
er would have facilities
which could even be used to
communicate with ships in
the Straits of Malacca

He said he was very
pleased with the progress of
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the project which employs
sophisticated _ technology.
‘High-level = techniques
are réquired because the
tower isnot of onesize. . . it
ets smaller as it ascends.
hen cement is poured, it
cannot stg|>p_ur_1tll It reaches
the peak. Thisis a technique
which we have not seen.” he

said.

Dr Mahathir hoped that
local engineers, architects
and contractors will “ob-
servey the methods em-
PI oyed in the contruction of
he tower,

“Transfer of technology
cannot occur by just surren-
dering the technology. We
must "be prepared to learn
(the techonology),” he said.
4 The RM270 million project
is being undertaken by
Syarikal Menara Kuala

———— - -

Lumnur Sdn Bhd, a joint
venture between Telekom
Enterprise I\Xa subsidiary of
Telekom Maaysia) and a
German company, Wayss
and Freytag, under a “build,
?perame and transfer” sys-
em

The 421-metre tower will
be the third highest in the
world after the CNN Tower
in Toronto and the Moscow
Tower. It will be the highest
concrete structure in the
world.

Dr Mahathir.<hoped the
tower, whose design “is
more beautiful” than those
in Toronto and Moscow,
would be a landmark “that
can make al Maaysians
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aEPeysaid the tower head
has a beautiful design
known as mugarnaz, which
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is used in Idamic architec-

ure.

_ Earlier, Information Min-
ister, Datuk Mohamad Rah-
mat, who is the project’s co-
ordmating chairman, said
the tower would be complet-
ed in December 1995.

He said it would have a
revolving restaurant, obser-
vation platform and tele-
communications and broad-
cadting facilities.

Among those present at
the cerémony were Land
and Co-operative Develop
ment Minister Tan Sri Sa-
karan Dandai_, Information
Ministry’s Parliamentary
Secretary Dal uk Fauzi Ab-
dul Rahiman, ‘datuk Bandar
Datuk Dr Mazlan Ahmad
and Telekom Malaysia exec-
utive chairman Tan Sri
Rashdan Baha.
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