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PM REGTNS AT,RANTA  VTSTT TOMORROW
from Xainoor Slilaiman

3

<j: v,\e su~>~~z,
TTRANA, July 1O~Rernama -- Prime Miuist.sr nat.uk Seri 1Tr Mahathir~~__~~~~~~.~~~_ _-_----s=--+

Mohan\@-arrives  here t.omorrow  (Ji11y 11) to hegin a three-day offlclal- - - -
visit., the first. by a Malaysian gnvernmc:nt-,  leader t,o t.his newly liberalised
Republic: ot Albania.

JIr Mahathir, who will be accompanied hy his wife, IIat,nk  Seri TIntin
Padllka JIr Sit.i Hasmah Ali, will be met. 01) arrival at. 1-.he airport. hy Prime
Minist.er Fncik Aleksander Meksi and his wife, Pearl JI1lrat.a  Meksi.

The visit. i's to promot.e bilat.era\ rel;lt-.ions and,, explore t,he  possihil it.y..
of sbpping np trade and economic and c~lltiiral  cooperation.
,,l'Ir  Mahat+hj.r will hold b1k.s wit.11 Albanian president, I)r Sali Rerisha,
his collnt.srpart. Meksi and members of t.hr! Albanian cabinet.
Thc_Prims Minist.er ,will also call on t,hc+ President. of t,he Albanian

People's Assembly (Parliament), l?ncik Pjei:c:r  Arbnori. -- more
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nr Mahat.hir is also scheduled to'visit: several infraStrw!tXrf?  projM!t.S,

includi,ng nllrres Port. in which the Malaysian private sector may PariiciPate. .
under the development programe'of Albania.

The Republic of Albania, until 1991. known as the People's Socialist. .,,

II
Rspohlic of.Alharria, lies in sant.h-e.;\st_crn  Rnrape. Tt, is hordered hy

"~Montensgro t.o the nnrt,h',, Serbia t.o t.hc! north-east., Macedonia to t,he east.,
Greece t.o the s;out:h an? t.hc! j\'dri a t.i c and loni an Seas (parts of t.he

" Mediterranean Sea) t.o t,he west,. . . ..,
Tt. has a population of 3.2 mil'iion with ethnic Albanians fnrming 98 $er

cent. while ot.hsrs inclllde Greeks, Macedonians, Serbs and Croatians. The
capit.al,  Tirana, has a population of 300,000.

Sevent.y per cent. of Albanians arc! Mlislims, 20 per cent. Eastern,~Ort.hodbx
(mainly in the sout,h) while the Roman Cat.ho1ic.s  (in the nort.h) form 10 per
cent. of t.he pop111  ation.

All religions inst.it.nt.ions wr?re closed hy t.he government. in 1967 and
..t.he pract,ice of religion was prohibited. Tn .1990, t.he prohibition on _'

religions act.ivit.iss was litted anh rc?l i(Jions services were permitted. --4 I
more
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Transitional‘ legislation adopted in April 1991 to replace t.he 1976
const.it.llt.ion st.at,es  t.hat. Alhan?'a  is a secular st.at.e  which ohserves "‘freedom

of religious helisf and creates conditions in which t,o exercise ii:".
The economy of Albania is basically agricult.ure and industry. Acco&ling

tm 1988 statistics, 31.5 per cent: of 1:he net. material product. '(NMP) was
"derived from agriclllture!.

,,

A tot.al 51.7 per cent."of t.he working poplllation was employed in the
agricllltilre  sect.or in 1988. The principal craps are wheat.,
sugar beet.,

maize,
citrus fruit., grapes, olives and tobacco.

pot.at.oes,

A t.ot.al  of 46.3 per cent. of t.he NMP was derived from the industrial ,’ ..
sector.
products

Tt. employs 30 per cent. of the lahour force. Tmportant, indnst,rial
include fert.ilizsrs';  machinery, building materials, cigarettes,

text.iles, wins, ot,ive oil and raw siigar.
l .

I.
Tn 1987, the light. and foodst.uff  industries providerl more than 85 per

cent. of domest.ic requirements while ac:c.allnting  for 311 per 'cent. of gross!,
indlistria! production and for 40 per cent. ot t.he rmnt.ry’s  t.ot.al ‘ e x p o r t s .
Al hania is one of,.t.hf wqrld's largest. producers of Chromit.c! (chromium ore),.
o~ltpll~ being est.imat,ed  at. 239,000 t.onnes in 1987. Copper, nickel and coal
are also mined. -- more .
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: Tt. has pet.rolellm resources and it.s own r~t.ining'faciliti~s, and in 1990
invited European and 1JS companies to ass-ist:  in t,he explornt;ion of bath
onshore and offshore reserves.

The acceptance of foreign capital t,o establish joint. ventdres was
arithorised in l@W.

Pat.rol Rum oiltpnt. was sst.imat.CJ  to have declined to one million t.onnss
, ..I’ in 1990.

Alhania's t.ot.al sxport.s in 1989 was est.im;~t:ed at. llS$tiOCI million, the
most i.mport.ant. exports heing chromite, ferroni ckel ore, copper wire,

! -food&ifs, t.ohacr!o products and handicrafts.
_. Tt. main import.s are minerals, mst.als, macllinery,  chemicals and paper
a n d  rubher prnduct.s. Principal t.rading partners in 1988 were t.he former
Czechoslovakia, Romania, Rnlgaria, t,he formnr East. Germany, t.he former

.Y ., ‘* .?ngoslavia  and Ttaly.
..,.

-.- ,' Alhania's ext.srnal  debt. in 1991 st,ood at. llS.C.530 mil,lion. -- RFtrnama
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