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Mahathir-Albania
(EMRARGO: FOR RI?T,EASE AT R PM TODAY, ITIII,Y 12)
MATaAYSTA OFFERS TRATNTNG FACTT,TTTES TO
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TTRANA, 3111y 11, (Bemama)  -- Ma\aysia 1:oday offered t.raining  facilit.ies
f.0 Albanians in areas where it. has t.he expc.rt.ise  ~lnder  its t.echnical
training programme, wit,h t.he aim of enhanelng hi lat.eral relat.ions.

Tn announcing the offer, Prims Minist,er Dat,uk Seri DrQdUMnh;ripad
said Malaysia was ready to share the expE?GGi?% and expertise it: had
accnmulat.ed in different. aspects 0-f eCc:ononIi(: management and plavning,
including t.hc! privatisation  of government. indust.ries.

Speaking at. the official luncheon host-d by his Albanian counterpart.,
Aleksander Meksi, at, the Pa1ac.e of Brigade, here, he said the government.
wo111d also encourage the Malaysian private sector t.o participate in the
economic development of'A1hania through invest.mente.and joint.-ventnre  in
'areas now open t.0 foreign participation.

"As a country that. has an open economy and prarztises t.he free
f?nt.erprise system, Malaysia has an act.ivcf  private sect.or t.hat. h'as made,
significant c.ont.rihut,ion  to the (:ount,ry's  cr:onomic: develnpmenl-.," hc? said.

"Malaysian husines<men and entreprenuers are encouraged to seek new'
'markets and invest. overseas in proje!ct.s l;tlilt.  could bring henefil: to ',

,Malaysia and t.he c:ollnt.ry concerned," he said. -- more
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Dr Mahat.hir, who arrived here yest.erday  tar' a three-day offir.ial  vi sit., ’
had t.alks with Albanian leaders including Meksi and Presiden't, Seli Rerisha.

Describing t.hs t.alks as "very useful," t.he Prime Minister said he was
now ht?!t.t,er  acqnaint,ed with Albania's pal i ties and programmss for economic.
devnlopment,'t.o  bring progress and prosperity t.o t.he  people in an atmosphere

of freedom and demoCrar!y.
"Tt. is indeed a daunt.ing t.ask t.o llndc!rt.;lkc!...a  t.ask that. not. only

requires enormous capital and know-how hut also a new frame of mind and
qt..t.it.uda," he said.

H6 said Malaysia had gone through sllclh an experience when, upon
- achieving independence in 1957,. it. had t.o undertake a series of development
programmss t.o al1eviat.e povert:y and t,o t.r;lnsform t,he e.c.onamy  from mere
dependence on export, of primary commodit,ias t.o one t,hat, was diversified,
with strong emphasis on processing, and manllfa~tnring  industriss.

Tt.s efforts sac.ceeded  due t,o a comhinat,ion of several fad.ors, among
them t.he right polities,. hard work and discipline, political st.ahi1it.y and
the ahi1it.y of the different ethhic  and religious groups t.hat. make IID t.he
Malaysian population t.cr work t.oget.her as ;I nat.ion, he said.

"Today the people of Malaysia are enjoying one of the highest. st.and‘a'rds
of,living among developing connr.ries  and are confdident. of, achieving our

’ goal of hecoming a developed .cmlnt.ry  hy t,he year 203.0," he said. -- more
ZS MGN

t12/07/12-18MST

,



Mahathir-Albania 1 (last.) Tirana (embargo)

Speaking on t.he latest. development in Bosnia-Herzegovina, lIr Mahathir
said "Albania's close pu-oximity to t.his horrendous scene of genocide and

ethnic cleansing (by t.he Serbs) had underst.andahl~' caused acl1t.e  concern t.0'
your country' as it. doss to us in Malaysia."

Ha said t.he unwillingness of the major powers t.o t.ake rsso1ut.e and
decisive action to put. an end t,o t.he open aggression against. the
independence, sovereignty and territorial int.egrity  of Bosnia-Herzegovina
and t,he blatant: ahllse of human rights of the Rosnirln people, was t,ot,ally
incomprehensible and rlnaccsptahle.
The Prime Minister said Malaysia also shared Alhania's anxiety and

concern over ot.her developments in the former Yugoslavia, especialy the
sit.ilat.ion in Kosovo where, t.he population, mostly of Alhanian descent;, was
being put. under tremendaliti pressure by t.hr! Serbs.

"We agree t.hat prevent,ive action should be init.iat,ed  ,for the peace and
st.abi1it.y  of t.he Balkans and t,hs region," he $aid.

I)r Mahathir, who is accompanidhy  I)atuk Setii I)at;in  Padnk'a Dr Siti
Hasmah, 'lat.er visited l%lrres port. and t,hc! amphitheatre near herFt.

This morning, Dr Siti Hasmah visited a children's welfare home and
t.oilred a carpet, fact.ory.  -- Rsrnama
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