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Mahathir-Albania
ATaTlANTA  TNVTTES  MATIAYSTAN RIJSTNESSMl?N  FOR PRTVAI'TS~I'TON  PROJl?CTS
from Zainoor  Snlaiman~~
TTRANA, Jnly 13 (Mrnama) -- Albania has ?

q-&p bvyLe&cr  I
in ited Malaysian

entrepreneurs t.o participatef in the privat.isat.ion'  of its indust.ries  as a
means of enhancing bilateral economic cooperation.

The invit.ation  was made hy President-. Seli Rerisha  at, a mset.ing  wit.h
Prima Minister Dntnk Seri lIr Mahat.hir  Mohamad  ;\t the office of t.he
president,, here. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  em_..----

Mat.t.ers  related  to echnomic  cooperal:ion were disanssed  in depth hy Dr
'Mahathir  and.his  counterpart., Aleksander  Meksi, and Cabinet. minisbrs  at.
t.he office of the prime minister.
Also in Malaysia's delegat,ion at. t,he t.alks were director-general of t.he

P,c?nomi'c Planning Ilnit  in the Prime Minister's Department, Tan Sri Ali Ahul  ’
Hassan Sulaiman, and'Foreign  Minist,ry  depl1t.y  secretary-general Dat.ak Ahdnl
H a l i m  Ali.

Ahdul Halim t,old  r&port,c?rs  that.  Alhani;]  hiId identified 500 ”
government-owned small and medium  indilstriss  far privat,isat.ion.  -- more
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Mahathir-Albania 2 Tirana :

Alhani'a, which has adopted democrat.ic practice  aft.er year:; of Communist
..dict.at.orship-, needs foreign  capital to expedite  inclust.rial  growth.

Tt.'  also reqnires  foreign assist.ance to improve and upgrade
/

infrastructure such as roads, port.s and t.ele!communicat.ions,  and boost.  t.he .,
t.onrism  indnstry.

Albania, wit.h  a per capita of 11S$930  and external debt. of lJS$530
million in.1991, is regarded as t,he poorest. country in Enrope.

Tt.s primary concern now is how tn overcome nnemplnyment  which 13,
estimated t.n he 60 per cent. in a populat.ion  of 3.2 million.

Ahdnl Halim said that lIr Mahat,hir, in his talks, had explained t.ha
Malaysian experience in privatidation  and steps t.hat.  cnnld  he taken by
Alhania to avoid
process. -- m o r e
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t.he mist,akes  Malaysi;:  had made in t.hs privatisation . .



6NS.7463
.[I GE 13-07 00788  EAl31

. .

aae the
Mahathir-Albania  3 (last..) Tirana

He said nr Mahat,hir  gave t.he assurance l:hat.  he wo111d en.coIlragc!
Malaysian entrepreneurs to explbre  t.he possibility of sett.ting  np
joint,-vent,ilre  indnst,riss  in Albania.

He had also said that. t.he government; would look at: incent.lves  that."'
could tie given t,o encourage t.hem  t.o set, np indust.ri&  here. One area in
which Malaysians conld  vent.nre  into was mnnufact.uring,  such as the t.axt.ila
indust.ry.
Malaysia, he said, conld  t,ake  advantage of the European Community's "

faci1it.y  t,o Alhania for unrestricted export. of goods t,o Europe. ::
Halim said ths new Alhanian governmerit.  was det,srmined t.0.  est,ablish  good

relations vit,h  its neigtihonrs in t.he Ralkan  psninslrla. "
'.

Dr Mahathi?  had, at. the me&.ing, exprf2isc.d  concern over  deve1opmGt.s  in
Bosnia-Herxegovitia  and in Kosovo  where Albanians were facing t.he wrat.h of
the Sefhs.

l .

Tlast.  night., lb Mahat.hir  and his wife, lIat.nk  Seri iIat,in  Pa'dnka  nr Sit,i  ,
Hasmah, were ent.ert.a?ned.t.o  dinner hy President. Rerisha  and his w'ifa  at. ihe
Palace of t.he RrigFde.  .:,,,

Al SO present  was Albanian Foreign Minister Alfred Sc?rt?gi.  -- Rernama
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