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MAT,AYSTA WTT,T, NOT ATTEND APF,C SlJMMTT, SAYS 1IR MAHATHTR
from Zainoor Sillaiman
TTRANA, ,July 13

I
(Hernamn)  -- l~atuk Seri J)r Maha Lh.ir- Mohamad 1;oday

reject.4 a proposal by lJnit.e!d?Ei6~~~~~ident.  Bill Clint,on for a summit.
meet.ing of msmhers of the Asia Pacific Ilconomic Cooperation (Aper!) in
Seat.l-.le  in November. '

The prime minislxr said the convening nt such a"conference wonld make
Apec a formal regional t.rading group which Malaysia hoped co111d be avoided. ” ”

"We will not. at.tend t.hF: meeting," he said at. a press conference at, the
end of'his three-day, official visit,, t,he first. l,y a Malaysian leader t,o
t.his Balkan st,at,e.

President Clint,on  made .the proposal during t.he recent. summit. of G7
indilst.rialised nations in Tokyo.

Clint.on had said that. he was consult:ing leaders of t.he 1.5 Apex members
t-d join him in Seat,t.le in November for an "informal, conferenr!e".

Wes;t.r?rn  diplomats said ~t.hc: main aim n-l: I:he gathering was t.o seek
t.op-level backing for a programme to liheralisc!  trade, invest.ment. and
sp.rvices in the Asia Pacific region. -- more "
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Apec groups the Asean countries, 1-.11c  IJn i 1-.r-!d States, LliIpiln, China, South
Korea, Tai'wan, Hong Kong, Canada, Allstralin and New Zealand.

Replying t.o a quc".st.ion whst:hcr the proposed Apec summit. was aimed at.
undermining t.hs East. Asia Economic C:auc:II:;, Ilr Mahat.hir  said he would st,i;dy
t.he mat.t.er  first, before making furl:hr+r  cnmment,.

Tt. is undsrst.ood t.hat. he wo111d rlisrxss  l:ht? mat.t,er with President.
Suharto of Tndonesia when t.hey meet. in T,;lllglcawi  f'or t.heir regular hilatera.!
summit. lat.er this week.

Earlier t.his morning, Dr'Mahathir was m;~de a honorary cit!izen  of .Tirana
when he visit& t.he municipality. The award was conferred hy Tirana mayor
Sali Kelsmendi.

lb Mahat.hir  is t.he second foreign leader t,n be cnnferrd the stabs
..since t.he new democrat.ic governmant. in Albania. The first. t.o rt?!aeive t.he

award was former US Secretary of State ,Jnrnas  Ilaker. -- more
7,s MGN



-

,.
CNS3RSti
11 GE 1X-07 00131  EA16R
aae t.tx?

/

Mahathir-Apec 3 (last.) Tirana

Kelemendi said t.he conferment. was in recognition of thy! leadership of,.
TIr Mahat.hir in st,riving for the progress and prospc?rit.y of Malaysia and t.he
ot.her developing count,ries.

i&scribing the award as a personal honnur t,o him and the count,ry,  hs'
said t.he Malaysian government. was prepared t,o cd-,end whatxver assist.ance.  it.
could t.o t.he cit,y. administration of Tirana. 5

Albanian Prime Ministxr Aleksander Meksi and his wife. accompanied Dr
&hat.hir and Datxk Seri Dat.in Padnka Dr Siti Hasmah from the Palace of
Rrigade (guest palace) t.o the airport. fnr t.he ceremonial send-off...

Earlier, Albanian Presidenf. TIr Sali Rerisha called an TIr Mhhathir at,
t.he guest. palace to hidehim farewell. -- Rrirnama #a
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