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alks will enhance
bilateral relations
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WHILE regular meetings at
diplomat level are not unim-
portant in the relations be-
tween Malaysia and Indone-
sia, it is the occasional
heart-to-heart contact at
summit level like the one
taking place thi§ weekend
between Indonesian Presi-
dent Suharto and Datuk

Seri ahathir Moh
that provides 1ip.

Minus ithe unnecessary
protocoi and diplomatic
niceties and away from the
television cameras the two
leaders ,tan certalnly
achievezfiore. This has been
proverf time and again in
the long history of generally
cordial relations between
the two countries.

Malaysia-Indonesia rela-
tions broke new ground in
the years following the end
of konfrontasi in 1965. Pio-
neered by veteran diplo-
mats like the late Tun Adam
Malik of Indonesia and ‘for-
mer Foreign Minister Tan
Sri Ghazali Shafie, leaders
of the two countries were
constantly in touch with
each other.

The relations achieved

the highest level of ¢6tdiade -
ity - towanrds wthe ~mid:1970s -

when both countries be-
came comfortable with each
other.

Malaysian and Indone-
sian diplomats and politi-
cians said the scope of rela-
tions were broadened
during the period of late
Tun Abdul Razak Hussein
who had a close personal
relationship with President
Suharto.

Although Malaysia adopt-
ed an unobstrusive ap-
proach to foreign policy dur-
ing late Tun Hussein Onn’s
period, the relations with
Indonesia remained cordial.

But insiders said some of
the programmes agreed

DR MAHATHIR
... added significance

upon between Tun Razak
and President Suharto were
not carried through al-
though the relationship was
never downgraded.

The 1980s saw the two
countries preoccupied with
managing political and eco-
nomic changes brought
about by the rapid transfor-
mation of East Asian econo-
mies and the collapse of
communism in Europe.

Some observers have mis- -

takenly interpreted Malay-
sia’s active foreign policy
under Dr Mahathir as an

attempt~to upstage:its.i:

Asean neighbours, especial-
ly Indonesia.

This is true only in as far
as Malaysia’s willingness to
adopt an open stand on
many regional and interna-
tional issues that at times
appeared to run counter to
Indonesia’s more subtle
stance.

Malaysia’s growing inde-
pendence in foreign &)ohcy
matters was prompted in no
small way by its strong eco-
nomic achievement follow-
ing the brief recession in the
mid-1980s.

Indonesia, on the other
hand, remained “proper and
conservative” in its foreign

policy, reflecting in no small
way the consensus- seekmg
nature of the country s poli-
tics.

Like in Malay51a, the ap-
parent coolness on the part
of Indonesia also has a lot to
do with its own preoccupa-
tion with economic develop-
ment. It, too, has made great
strides in economic and so-
cial development.

The feeling in Malaysia is
that, for a while, a large
segment of Indonesian polit-
ical and intellectual leader-
ship was inclined towards
strengthening the country’s
relations with other Asian
neighbours.

However, things seem to
be changing in the last year
or so since Jakarta hosted
the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) meeting and the un-
precedented reshuffle of the
Indonesian Cabinet three
months ago.

The chairmanship of
NAM steered Indonesia
closer, if not altogether sim-
ilar, to the point of view that
Malaysia has always held in
international relations, es-
pecially with the West.

The new Indonesian Cabi-
net, which is more broad-
based and comprises youn-
ger leaders, seems to favour

‘a re-orientation in-the re-
public’s regional andsinter-

national outlook.

Both countries also recog-
nise the growing impor-
tance of collaboration in or-
der for them to continue to
maintain their comparative
advantages in international
markets.

Against this background,
the meeting between Presi-
dent Suharto and Dr Ma-
hathir is seen as crucial to
future relations between the
two countries.

The basis for greater co-
operation between Malaysia
and Indonesia is never lack-
ing. To begin with, histori-
cally, the two countries are
bound together by common

cultural heritage.

There is little problem at
the people-to-people rela-
tionship. There has been
free movement of people be-
tween the two neighbours.
Indonesia has always been a
source of labour supply for
Malaysia since the colonial
days.

As neighbours, there are,
of course, differences. But
having lived through kon-
frontasi, there is little rea-
son to doubt the ability of
the two countries to over-
come their problems and
differences.

Problems such as illegal
Indonesian immigrants in
Malaysia and the overlap-
ping claims over the Sipa-
dan and Ligitan islands will
not and should not be a hin-
drance to cordial and pro-
ductive relations.

On the contrary, the two
leaders should put their seal
of approval for such for-
ward-looking ' programmes
as the new growth triangle
involving Malaysia, Indone-
sia and Thailand, the col-
laboration in investments
and making the Straits of
Malacca safer for shippi rg

The meeting has an added
significance because Presi-
dent Suharto had just re-
turned from meeting lead-
ers of the Group-of Seven in-
Tokyo. He is expected to
share his perspective of that
meeting with Dr Mahathir.

The coming together of
the two leaders also sug-
gests that a firmer founda-
tion is being laid in matters
affecting bilateral relations.
The region will no doubt
pay close attention to this
weekend’s meeting.

President Suharto will be
bringing with him five Min-
isters while Dr Mahathir
will be assisted by four. The
Indonesian delegation, in-
cluding the Press, will num-
ber nearly 90.

We say Dirgahayu to the
visitors.
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