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2Q20 and Malaysia r' s present. rernarkablr~~'ow~~~-a~-~-~~~~ as a fociis for 
comparison in a blevision dehat.e on t:he industrial decline of Rrit.ain anrl 
its filtnre direction on RRC2's flagship news programme "Newsnight" last. 
Thursday. 

The evening news programme, which devot:ed nearly 30 minutes of its 
45-mini1t.e slot. t.0 "chew over some unpalatable lessons" from Malaysia, 
opened with a qiles%ian from anchorman ,'Ieramy Paxton. 

"HOW c1op.s Malaysia manage t.o expand it.s economy by eight. per cent. a 
year? They've seen t.he ful:nre ,and, for them it, works. Where-did WR go 
wrong?" 

The answer came fromcnr Mahat.hir who said: "You have lost. your sense of 
."direction. You have discarded all t.he valnes t,hat"yoll have inhe.rit.ed and in 

its place ym have this idea that. everybody must. he absolutely free." 
Afbr seeing a report. from Malaysia by Newsnight. report.er Elenka 

.' Freinkel, two participants - a leading mnnllfactnrer and t.he Secr.e!t.ary ~ 
c General of a large rganiifact.nring workers trade nnion - agreed that. Rritain 

had indeed lost. its dire?ct:ien, and nn'likc Malaysia, lacked a vis;on for t&e 
fiit.ure. -- more 
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The other participant, Tndnst,ry Minisbr Tim Sainshury, alt..hough . . 
expressing whether IIr Mahathir's measures were appropriate for Rrit,ain, 
ag&d that: Malaysia's high prodl1ct:ivit.y was something which Rribin co111d 
follow. 

TIr Mahathir t.olrl the RRC rsporbr t.hat: in addition to lacking. 
direct.ion, Rrit.ain was also living hcyond it,s means t,o hecome competitive 

*. in t,he world. . 

"They (l3rit.ain) must. first. lower t:heir standard of living t.o the level 
. that. t.hsy can afford. And t.hsn work t.hr,ir way 11p by h&omf'ng competitive 

.,again. Yon'know t.he dole you have been paid in the TIK for example is so 
high t.hat. there is no way you can pay wages lower than t,hat,,," he said. 

The, report. on Malaysia highl'ighbd the cc)nnt.ry's &nt,inned high growth 
rat.s, high tech industries, polit.ical and social st.ahi1it.y and its racial 
diversity. 

Frel'nkel'. said: "Tn less t,han a decade Malaysia has transformed itself 
from a Third World provider of cheap labour and raw mat.erial t.o one of t.he 
fastest. growing economies in the world. 

"b2spit.e its late st.art., it, was years behind Japan and Taiwan, t,he \ 
economic pioneers in t.his regioh, despit.ct it.s ethnic and religious ., ,,, 
diversit.y 
- which all expert.s said would hold it.'hack - and 
and sometimes repressive regime for which it. race 
-the West., Maldysia has found political and ec:onom 
cat.ching up fast.," she add‘ed. -- more 
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Tf Malaysia maint.ained its current. rat.c. of growth, she observed,- not. 
only won'id it. achieve its vision of frill development hy t.he year 2020 hut. 
along with ot.her surging economies in t,hc? region, it. wmld out,run t,he West.. 

Tn an interview at. his residence (described hy the rc?port.sr as "a . . 
presidt?nt.ial palace"),*Dr Mahat,hir defended Malaysia's "Rig Rrot.her" 
at.t.it.urlc! and t,he limits t.o freedom. 

He said: liWe t,sll the people t.hat. this is good, and t,his is had, and 
. . 

. 

t.his is what. you should do and accept., 
shouldn't.. 

and t:hese are things that, you 
Tn a way t.he government. gives a lot. of guidance, almost., people 

would say, like a R+g Brother. Tooking at, the West. now, you have adopt.e!d 
this idea of freedom unt,il it. really damages t,he society. Sq t.hese are 
t.hings that, we don't. see h?ppen here." . . 

When asked by anchorman Paxman after wat.ching t.he report. nn Malaysia 
what, lessons could he learned, leading indnstrialist Karl Wat.kin replierl: 
"T t.hink MT‘ Mahathir said it. all, the count.ry's got, a visiorj. Tt. has got. a ., 
direction, and it. is comm>t.t.ed to mannfar:t,nring and hnilding a sound 
economic base. T don't. t.hink we have a vision or dire&ion in manufactllring 

'industry in the UK." ,. 
The t,rade unionist., General Secret,ary nf t.he Manufacturing, Sciencci and 

Finance Workers llnion (MSF) Roger T,yons, while cit.ing t,he TTO's criticism 
of Malaysia's suppression of its t,rade nnions, also agreed t,hat. ,Rrit.ain,. 
unlike Malaysia, lacked a vision. -- Rernama 
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