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, Ghafar-Mahathir . .
'MAHATHTR QIJATITPTET) TO SERVE AS SENTOR MTNTSTER AFTER RRTTREMENT
h m 43 *?D .I
TATPTNG,  July 17pRernnma)  -- I)c=qut,y Prime Minister Ghafar Raha feels

t.hat.'Dat.uk  Seri lb Mahat.hir Mohamad is qua\ified t.n cant.inue as ,a senior
minist.er  af&?li~d~X~<~~~~-~?om  ~~$?+ing the nation.

IIr Mahat.hir  was a leader nf cal;hre and his services would still he
neerled  hy the cnnnt.ry  and the people  aft,er h is  re t i rement , ,  hr? t.old
rqart.ers  aft.er attending  a meeting with t-.bc.  p e o p l e  h e r e ,  t.oday.

He was ccrmment.ing on Kumpulan Melewar chairman l’llnku Ahdiillah Taankll
A‘hdu Rahman's srlggest.ion in an RTM inbrview,  pub1 isherl in the press
recently, that. IX- Mahat.hir  he appoint.& r7 senior minist.er, like Rncik lee
Knan Yew of Singapore, if Malaysia facedeproblems aft.er his retirement. as
prime minister. 1 W

Tunku Ahdull?h hads said t,hat. on the whole. t.he po;; tical ,:and business
c1imat.e in Malaysia was good and he expsct.nd it, to cont.ine even aft.er IIr
Mahat.hir  retired hecanse the. Rarisan Nnsional had quality leaders.
&wever, should t.he coilnt.ry  face any problem aft.er t.hat,, Dr Mahat.hir

should he appoint.& t.0' an imporbnt, post. in t.he Cabinet, he had added.
Describing Tengku Ahdullah's suggest.ion  a:; a good one, Ghafar sai.d t.hat.It

if lIr Mahat.hir  want.e!d  t.o hold any post, aft.nr he ret.ire!d,  he believed the
people  wonld  support.  him snd t.he prime minist.er t.hen would accept. him for
an import.ant.  cabinet: post.. -- more
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This, he said, was hecause Dr Mahat.hir was.~?minently  qualified for t.he
post. of senior minist,er, not. only in appreciation for his service hllt. also
hecause he had proven his ability t.; the ext,ent.  nf gaining international
recognition.

Asked whether nr Mahatdir had indicated t.hat, he was stepping down,
Ghafar said: "The prime minist.er  has never indicat,ed sl1c.h int.ent.ion.  T a m
only indi+t,ing my hope t,o see Dr Mahat,hir in cnntinuons good hea1t.h so
t.hat. he can lead t.hs nat.ion for t.he rest. cut his life."

He_.3lso praised Dr Mahathir for his hnmi1it.y in not. wanting t.0 he
honoured with t.it.les and for not heing involved in anything t.hat. conld
connect. him to any slander.

He called on the people. to help the government. ied by Dr Mahat.hir  to
ensure t.hat. Malaysia emerged as a devalopc?d nat.i.on.

."Aft.sr our count.ry is devc?loped  and progrsssivc and has err'adicate!d
ilnemployment., we 'will be recognised at. itiLer-national  level and t.he
foreigners will respect. and listen to t,he words of our leader, lb
Mahathir," he said. -- Rernama
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