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Mahat.hi r-EAEC
l?AF:I: CAN l~[lNC'l?l‘ON  OIJTS iI)E AI'EC,  BAY:: PlAllA'['I-ITI?

I 1llV 1 Rymama)TIANGKAWT, 7 _ -- l'lat.ilk Xeri T)r Mahat.hi I- Mohamad said
t.oday Malaysia. i s ConI'idenl: that. the propo:;erl l?a:;t. Asia Economic GIIIC:IIS
(EAEC) can funct.ion effectively withollt. hcing t,ied down t,n nt.her
organisatians.

He said Malaysia tiid not. have ahje.cLion!; t.0 il suggest,ion  t.hat. t.he l?ARC
he a caucus within 1:he Acia Panifir:  IVonnmic Cooperation (Apec), bllt wol~ld
rather see the l?AEC as an ~f1:fec:t-i~~~  nrgiini!;atiOn  on it-.!;  own.

Speaking to reporbrs at t.he T,angkawi ~TnI:Ftrnat.ional Airport. aft2.r
sending off Presidenl Sl1bart.o of Tndonc-!si;r  , who was on a t.hre!s-day working
visit. here, t.hs prim& minist-.er said M;lln!.>'c.ia felt dnt-. t.he caucus should
not. -be t.ied down t.o other ot.her or-gani:;;~t.ion's.

"However, Malaysia is willing t.o 1i:;t;rn I:o other Asean part.ners' views
on the issue," he added.

Ci t.ing the Nort:h American Free 'T'radc  Arced (Nafla) involving t.he lJnit.ed
St.at.es, Canada and Mexico ns an example, i)r Mahat.hir said Naft.a had been
filnct.ioning  on i b.s own wit.hout,  being l)arI: of Apc-lc.

"The EAEC is no less t,han Naft,a and t,hl~!;  it is :;t,ill p'ossihle for t.he
RAEC to function oiit,side  Ap~?c." -- more
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Dr Mahai%ir swirl the Asean .Minist.sr:;  Mr!r!l.ing  in Singapore next. week ._. +,
w&ld he disdlssing t,he pros and cons of i.he various  modalities as out.lined~e ‘,

in:t.he Asean Secretary-General!s  paper on Ihe RAEC.
*'.Thct prime Minist.er said that, dllring his %-l/3.-haur privab me.!et.ing wit.h

S1lhart.o yesterday, t.he president. had ctxpr-c:;sed  Tndonesia's full support. for
the nhject.ives  anrl concept. of the EAEC, hill- had want.ed it. implement-,ed in a
more effect,ive  way.

The discllssions ceni-,rsd on the arfvancF:mc?r~t-,  of' the F:ABC prnposal "An its
own and in the cont.sxt. nf implement,ing t.11~ C!~IICI~S  wit,hin Apec, he said.

Asked whether he stoorl by his stand not lo at.t.entl  t.he  Apec heads of
government. meet.ing in Seat,t.le as proposed hy TJS President. Bill Clinbn, he
said t.hat. he had already made up his mind not. t.o go.

'.

Dr .Mahat.hir said Sl1hart.o t.old him t,hilt. \I(: would consult, ot.her Asean
leaders' views on t.he proposed Apec sllmmit: and 1:'he Tndonesian leader 'had
not. commit.t,Ftd  himself during his meet.iilg  with Clint,on  in Tokyo rscent.ly.

Sil1iart.o  was in Tokyo where hc mt?t-. G-7 lr:;lders  including Clint.on  and
!Japanese Prime Minister Kiichi Miy.szaw;l 01 ,Japan on a hilat.t-5ral  basis. --
more
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,. On t.hi discussions on the EAW-Apec 1 s:;\~P, Suhart.o h a d  vcli ted hi s
crmcern  ahmt, China and what. China would say if Taiwan was represented at, a
cei-t.ain  level, Dr Mahathir  said.

Hs also said t.hat,  S1lhart.o  told him at: ~~enrJi:h what, he (Si1hart.o)  had ,,,
discilsserl  with the. G-7 1 e!nders,
cmnt.ries  and t.rads issnes.

atioi~t-. hi:; views of G-7 vis-a-vis developing
‘..

The prime minist,er  said he briefed SII~-~ar.t:o  on his observations during
his IO-day t.rip t.o China rcxftnt.ly. c

Hc! t.nl ql Suharto nl- the cont.inuons tlp.vc.1  clplwnt.  i n  Ch ina ,  o f  t.he strong
C h i n e s e  economy and of China as a powerf111  tlrighhour, and as< such t-,he need
t.0 “w-ad  just.  our t.hinking  o f  the’ sii:~~;lt.ion.” ,b

Replying t.o a quest,ion,'Dr  Mahathir r;ai cl he and S1,hart.o had not:
d~iSc~lsSe!d  any ssci1rit.y matter pertaining t.0 t.he lJnit-,ed  St.at-.es, Russia or
China as "we dh not, fee1 ,t.hreat.sned by \-.hr-l!;r! c:oun'r.ries"  . -- more
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Other  a r e a s  rliscl~sserl  w e r e  t.he Rosnian I.ragecly, int.ernat.ional  trade,
the overlapping claim on Sipadan anil I,igi I'.;I~ islands, Tndonesian migrant.
workers and the proposed northern l:ri;1ngl  CI development gr0wt.h area

involving Slimat.ra (Tndonesia): so~jt-,h ‘i’ha  i 1 and and the northern st;ates ~rf

Peninsular Malaysia.
nr Mahat.hir said he and Suhartn had siini Ii~r v’iews  a n  these h i  lat.eral,

regional and international issues.  -- Hernama"
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