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I ulv 18 tz?, “llI1-l) TaANGKRWJ': 1 -c < -- lWi.me F-i11 i !;t.er TIat.llk Seri Dr Maha-thir 

Mohamad lx-day d'ismi sserl any as;snmpt.ion of: :;I:i-aine'd relnt.ions hG him 

and President: Suharto. 
"There has been never any strain on our r-c!lat.ions. Onr relal:ions have 

always heen cordial, wit,h each of 11s cal linq on t,he other every year," he 
t.old a press conference at. 111e ini:F:rnal:ion;lI airport: iit, Padang Matsirat, ’ 

here before. returning to Koala T,llmpnr. 
I. 

lIr.f?ahat.hir'and his wife, l~i~t.1~1~ Seri lIaI'.itl Paduka 'Dr Siti Hasmah Ali , 
had drlier bade farewell t.o Suhart.o and Thu Tien at, t.he airport at. t.he end 
of t.he Tndonesian leader's t.hree-day worlcinq visit.. 

Dr Mahat,hir said thqt. last, year he held r.alks with Si1hart.o during t.he 
Non-Aligned Movement, meet,ing in 'Indonesia ;Incl Sl1hart.o'~ trip here was a 
reciprocal visit.. 

The visits showed that. onr relations werr (good and fine, hh said. -- 
more 
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IIr Mahat.hic said t.he privat,e discllssion'Ir(-! had wit.h Suhart.o yesbrday, 
which last.ed two-and-half honrs, was a very cordial mset,ing and t.his proVBd'J" 

no t.rut,h to the assnmpt-ion of st.rain&l relat,ions. 
. . (1 

t.hat. t.here was , 
.,i'We have always been frank on key issue!r; whenever we meet.. T will visit. -6 

Tndonesia next, year," he said. 

"Tf t.here are differences of opinion on isr,ues which have hecome a 
topic of public discussion on our relal:ion:;, the vi sit,s we have every year 
have correctxd any wrong perc:ept.ion which may have arisen," he said.. 

This difference of opinion had been mir;int:c-lrpreterl by t.he media as 
st.rain in relat.ions; he said. 

He said even if t.here had hecn a diff-crc-lnc:e of' opinion het.ween them on 
t.he approach t.o be t.aken at. the NAM meptinq, it, was not. something which had . 
creat_,ed t.he. feeling of being offended. -- mnre 
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