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By Noorzib$amad
MALAYSIA should empha-
sise the reduction of high
value-ad ed

$f?
roducts and

efforts shoul be enhanced
to further increase the coun-
try’s exports to Japan, Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
madsaid.  -
W Japan has been
Malaysia’s most important’
trading artner for more
than a ecade, the PrimeB
Minister added, the trade
zo$ways been m Japan’s

He &id this in his mes-
sage for the openin session
of the joint annuaf confer-
ence  of Malaysia-Japan Eco-
nomic Association and Ja-
pan-Malaysia Economic
Association (Majeca-Ja-
meca) in Yokohama yester-
day._

Dr Mahathir said Malay-
sians were grateful to Japa-.
nese ente -rises and the
Japanese ‘;flovemment for
being supportive of the
countrv’s  mdustrialisation
and trade policies.

“It is only through this
continuous and sincere su
port that there will be teeR-
nolofzy transfer, thus ensur-
ing that the percentage of
Malavsian manufactured
goods  being imported into
Japan would increase.”

Citing the Proton car pro
ject, Dr Mahathir said the
success of the national car
project was an excellent
CasG  of technology transfer.

“I am ccnfident that with
similar support, the second
national car project will also
meet with ap reciable  suc-
cess,” he addeii.

Malaysia welcomes the

presence of Ja anese enter-
prises as they %ave not only
contributed towards job cre-
ation but also acted as a
catalyst *to attract further
bower&  mvestment to the

In thanking Japan for its
contributions towards mak-
ing Malaysia a vibrant eco-
nomic entity, Dr Mahathir
said Malaysia appreciated
fully the training
to local workers %

rovided
v Jana-

nese firms under the -Lciok
East Policy.

which can make industriali-
sation a success.”

Dr Mahathir said the Ma-
laysia Incorporated  con-
cept, which was adopted
from Japan 10 years age,

,w,“,;~~;~~~~~;~
public and private sectors.

added.
Thus, the Prime Minister

urged Msjeca and Jameca to
focus on the pros cts of
economic relations etweenr
Malaysia and Japan, and
third countries especially
the United States, China,
Vietnam and Cambodia.

The Prime Minister said
Malaysians generally recog-
nised the contribution of
Japanese companies in the
creation of a good industrial
cultu&!“&iong young Ma-
laysians.

“Young Malaysian work-
ers are now familiar with
the kind of work ethics

This has resulted in a
smoother and more effec-
tive implementation of na-
tional licies.

On tgoe proposed East Asia
Economic Caucus (EAEC),
Dr Mahathir said he be-
lieved that consultations on
issues of common concern
among East Asian nations
would significantly help ex-
pand co-operation in the re-
gion.

The caucus would also
contribute towards the ro-
motion of an open and Pree
global trading system, he

The two-day annual joint
conference, which began
yesterday, was held at the
Pacific0  Yokohama Conven-
tion Centre.

Apart from Dr Mahathir’s
message, Ja
Mr Kiichi

anese premier
Kivazawa also

sent his message for the
opening session.

International Trade and
Indust
Ser-i  ~d~~~~ral~~t$!
dressed the conference. fol-
lowed by a dialogue iKith
participants.
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