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Malaysia needs people with

ideas and skills, who, to-

gether with an efficient and

Sincere administration,

would be able to take the

country to greater heights-
of achievement. )

The Prime Minister said
the country also needed
managers whO are resource-
ful and a private sector who
is both innovative and pro-
gressive.

Speaking at a state ban-
quet attended by represen-
tatives from the Perak Bari-
san Nasional here tonight,
Dr Mahathir said the coun-
t,r%/ has reaped much bene-
fits from the various devel-
opment plans.

He said that the country’s
achievements were not the
result of any single factor
but rather a combination of
factors. Topping, these fac-
tors are the political stabil-
ity and harmonious rela
tions among, the_various
communities, he said.

Dr Mahathir is here for a
two-day visit. He will
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launch the Kampung Ku
programme in Tapah, about
60km from here tomorrow.

The Prime Minister said
these achievements must be
maintained and consolidat-
ed. In fact, greater efforts
must be madé to further en-
hance the present levd of
tolerance so that progress
could be enjoyed for many
more years to come. :

“We are able to have this
dinner because we have
good relations . . . unlike
Some other countries where
racial strife is the order of
the day,” he said.

“In"some of these coun-
tries, socia disorder iswide-
spread because traditional
good values are no longer
reserved. Some of these ha
ions even had thelr own
empire and spheres of influ-
ence worldwide . . . but they
have all gone” . o

The Prime Minister said
Malaysians should work
harder to expand the eco-
nomic cake. The country
must continue to grow so
that its wealth could be en-
9)3/-% on a wider scale, he

(e

He said: “We must strive
to improve. We must main-
tain what we have, and then
consolidate our achieve-

ments, We must not make
the mistakes made by oth-
ers in the past. If we aways
remember our humble be-

gmnlngs, then we have a

etter Chance of sustained
success.

“We must not be compla-
cent because complacence
would ay lead to our
downfal. Ttere are endugh
examples of that in t
world.” .

.Dr Mahathir said Maay.
siawas ‘now being lookéd
upon as a successful coun-
t&, worthy of emulation.

ch succéss did not come
overnight, he said, addin
that careful pfanming an
sheer hard work were partly
responsible for this pro-
gréss.

~“Therefore, we must en-
sure that the. country’s po-
litical stability be” main
tained ... that the country’s
fair and efficient Govern-
ment be maintained.

“We must continue to re-
mind, ourselves that we are
working for our children
and grandchildren,” the
Prime Minister said.

While commending Perak
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effort in helping the State
develop . further, Dr Ma-
hathir said that it was fortu-
nate that the State did not
depend solely on tin for its
revenye.

If s had been the case,
Perak would probably be a
oor State today. Judt like
he nationa economy,. . di-
versfication and efficient
administration have helped
it to show much progress
and prosperity.
Earlier today, Dr Ma-
hathir visited the Chemor
?:er%mm park, 16km north of
IC)CI)D_r Mahathir was accom-
anied by Ramli and several
abinet Ministers and State
dignitaries. The Prime Min-
ister spent about an hour
viditing the various handi-
craft stals., o
He was given a briefing by
Encik Harun Ahmad Saruflll,
the chief executive of the
State Economic Develop-
ment Cﬁrf;oramlon whichis
responsible for the park.

Harun said there were 83
manufacturers of ceramic
items, including 63 Bumipu-
tera entrepreneurs produc-
ing traditiona items like
the labu sayong and buyong.

Most of the products were
exported. Based on the re-
cords of the Perak Ceramic
Association, the value of ex-
ports last year was RM25
million.

A total of 1,356ha had
been allocated for the Che-
mor ceramic park, 78ha of
which had been developed
where a number of ceramic
manufacturers are in opera-
tion.operating.

On his arrival at the Sul-
tan Azlan Shah airport in
Ipoh, Dr Mahathir was met
b¥\|about 3,666 members of
BN component parties.

The aircraft touched
down at the airport at 3pm.
Ramli led agroup of poaliti-
cal leaders and senior gov-
ernment officers to welcome
the Prime Minister and his
party as they alighted.

Also present were Datuk
Bandar Datuk Ismail Shah
Bodin and a number of State
Executive Councillors.

After a short rest, Dr Ma-
hathir emerged from the
VIP lounge to the loud beats
of_the kempangs.

The crowd, with flags and
banners, had lined™ both
sides of the red carpet from
the lounge in the termina
building 1o the waiting car
at the porch,

Dr Mahathir later held a
meeting with State Umno
division heads.
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