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posts in Umno, but woul 
not stand in the 
members’ choice. 

way of the 

The Prime Minister said 
he could only 
advise but co 

ersuade and 

force them. 
3 d not stop or 

The Umno president said 
under the party’s democrat- 
ic system, it was difficult for 
him to stop the divisions 
from nominating candi- 
dates to contest any post, 
inclu 

% Dr M 
thgptiT J$sm 

response to reporters’ ques- 
tions at a Press conference 
held at the end of his two- 
day visit to Per& The Press 
conference was held at Gu- 

e Prime Minister-said 
he had given his advice to 
Umno members on the mat- 
ter but remarked that it 
would be difficult to actual- 
ly stop a contest. 

Dr Mahathir was asked to 
comment on his closed-door 
meetin 
Umno ! 

yesterday with 
erak, particularly 

;nmnte latest situation m 
--_-. 

He was asked whether he 
had reneated his advice that 

the top posts... ‘that is my 
opinion.’ 

Asked if he would step in 
to stop Umno divisions from 

roceeding to nominate can- 
#idates for the posts Dr Ma- 
hathir said: “In our kystem, 

& is not that easy for me to 
stop that.” 

Asked to elaborate, partic- 
ularly whether he would in- 
terfere if there were at- 
tempts by divisions to 
nommate anyone for the 
contests, Dr Mahathir said: 

(, “I feel I have made my 
position very clear. I have 
advised...1 think I’ve done as 
much as I possibly can.” 

Asked whether he would 
stop anyone from contest- 
ing in the light of the party’s 
commitment to the demo- 
cratic recess Dr Mahathir 
said 4Vell if’1 have to ar- 
rest anyone’ or sentence that 
someone to be shot (to stop 
the contest from materlalis- 
in@ then of course I can’t. 

‘I can only persuade and 
advise...1 can’t stop...that is 
mv oninion. I can’t force 
them.1.1 can only give strong 

&2%3!*%! 

pB8 ‘out to gain 
fi$td~~ti8 polls’ 

The Prime Minister said 
“things” appeared a bit ex- 
cited on the ground at the 
moment, but added that this 
was normal. 

On the possibility of a 
snap election in Sabah, Dr 
Mahathir said the 3arisan 
Nasional would campaign 
as usual if there was going 
to be a poll. 

Asked if the campaign 
would be diluted because of 
the Umno elections, Dr Ma- 
hathir said the Parti Ber- 
satu Sabah (PEW would try 
to seek mileage from the 
situation. 

Asked to comment on the 
killing of Batu Talam State 
Assemblyman, Datuk Maz- 
lan Idris, he said he was 
saddened by the cruel act. 
He added that he was await- 
ing a full report on theinci- 
dent. 
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