
-. .- -. _ _. - - - .~ ._- _ _ 

PM: Malaysia must be strong 
and[Rdvanced to heir, the weak’ 
By Jeffrey biikayah 
KUALA LUMPUR Sun. - 
Malaysia must strive to be a 
fully-developed and strong 
nation so that it will be bet- 
ter placed to help those who 
are victimised and harassed 
Eatother parts of the world, 

I-I Dr Mahathir Mo- 
ham%%i today. 

mould also earn the 
nation the res ect of other 
countries and R elp it with- 
stand the pressures exerted 
by some world powers, the 
Prime Minister said. ’ 

He said although Malay 

Ser$‘&&i*~~&&&!?93 members of the Etion’s de- 
He said “We are sending fence forces had made tre- 

our forces to Bosnia-Herze- 

countries. 

mendous sacrifices to en- 
able the country to 
maintain its nolitical and 

“A count which cannot 
defend itse 3 with its own 
people will eventually be de- 
stroyed,” he said. 

Since achieving indepen- i 
dence in 1957 the Govern- 
ment has brou ht about tre- 
mendous deve opment ? and 
this has resulted in the cre- 
ation of plenty of lucrative 
job and business opportuni- 
ties for the people. 

sia was not as strong as the 
United States, Britain, 
France, Germany or Russia, 
it was able to play a key role 
in sending forces to join the 
United Nations peace-keep- 
ing missions in various 
parts of the world. 

Dr Mahathir said this in 
his address to ex-service- 
men and their families at a 
special get-together at the 
Stadium Negara here. The 
packed function was organ- 
ised by the Malaysian Ex- 

govia to help the Bosnians 
who are being tortured by 
the Serbs. - 

“The benefits of achievina 
inde endence 
just iF 

will not bz 
led if we do not become 

a strong and powerful na- 
tion.” 

In order for Malaysia to be 
a respected nation, Malay- 
sians, especially the voun- 
ger generation, must be 
willina to make sacrifices 
for the country. They 
should be prepared to de- 
fe;~;~~dcountry at all costs, 

He said Malaysia wanted 
to participate in 
ing missions sue R 

eace-keep- 
as that in 

Bosnia-Herzegovinia be- 
cause it had the responsibil- 
ity to help the weak. 

“We need to be friends 
with all countries because 
one day we may also be sub- 
jected to external threats. 

“If this happens, we may 
need the help of others.” 

Dr Mahathir said the 

economic stability. 
Dr Mahathir said: “With- 

out their sacrifices,. we will 
not be able to live m peace 
and harmony and enjoy the 
fruits of development. 

“While we enjoy the bene- 
fits of peace and prosperity, 
we must not forget the sacn- 
fices of these personnel who 
will continue to risk their 
lives and limbs for the peo- 
ple and nation.” 

He said he was pleased 
with the support given by 
the ex-servicemen to the 
Government, add’ that no 
leader in the wor d could “K 
lead his country without the 
sup 

9 
ort of the people. 

alaysians must not for- 
et 

P 
the struggles and sacri- 

ices of its defence forces. 
Dr Mahathir stressed that 

the country must be de- 
fended bv its own citizens. It 
will face destruction if it 
depends on help from other 

“But it must be remem- 
bered that we also need a 
stron defence force to pro- 
tect t f e country. Young Ma- 
laysians should emulate 
this spirit of sacrifice so that 
we can continue to live in 
peace and harmony.” 

He said the Malaysian sol- 
diers to be sent to Bosnia- 
Herzegovina would be fully 
trained and equipped to pro- 
m&hemselves against at- 

The Government is still 
waiting for the UN’s stand 
on the offer to send troops to 
Bosnia-Herzegovina by the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OK!). . 
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