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By NIZAM [SA

KUALA LUMPUR: Sol-
diers sent on peacekeep-
ing duties overseas are
part of the country’s con-
tribution towards global
peace, Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad said yes-
terday.

The Prime Minister
said a peaceful environ-
ment was imoortant’to a
developing country such
as Maavda to erable it to
achieve-developed dtatus.

“Chaos and mayhem
will make it impossible
for us to achieve the de-
veloped status. That is
why when we are defend-

ine the others. we are ac-
tually defending our-
saves,” he said at the Ma-
laysian ex-servicemen
gathering at Stadium Ne-
gara yesterday.

He said the Govern-
ment understood the dan-
gers and the sacrifice of
the soldiers who had been
sent to carrv ‘out such a
responsibility.

“That is why we will
make sure that they are
well prepared every time
we send them abroad,” he
added.

Dr Mahathir also said
that as an economically
stable country, the time
was right for Malaysia to

find as many “dlies’ as
possible willing to help
when the need arises.

However, Dr Mahathir
said, Madaysa till need-
ed strong -military capa
bilities for its own protec-
tion.

“History has dproven
that a powerful and devel-
oped nation can be de-
stroyed if the people de-
pend on outsiders for pro-
tection ” he said

He said that was why
the “spirit of sacrifice”
should be instilled among
the younger generation.

On the ex-servicemen,
he said the Government
would give priority to the
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alav5|an Ex-Service-
men Associaion’s propos-
a for the settin? up of a
revolving fund for mem-
bers.

More than 15,000 peo-
ple attended the gather-
Ing which was organised
b.y the association. Among
those present were De-
fence Minister Datuk Seri
Najib Tun Razak and as-
sociation president Datuk
Haji Zaina Abidin Johari.

The association also
awarded Dr Mahathir,
Najib and former Armed
Forces Chief Tan Sri Jen
(Rtd) Hamid Bidin with
the Pingat Darjah Bakti
WiraTerpuji.
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