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KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. —
The Government will con-
sider positively a proposal
to ablish a revolving
fund to help ex-servicemen
and their families, Datuk
Seri Dr i

said t: ag.

* He said he could not give
immediate approval to the
roposal by the Malaysian

X-servicemen’s Associa-
tion, as a decision had to be
made by the Government.

Speaking a a gathering of
ex-servicemen “and their
families at Stadium Negara,
the Prime Minister sid the
fund, would be h,elFfuI, t0 ex-
soldiers and their families.

Defence Minister Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak, who
also attended the gathering,
told newsmen latér that the
Ministry had completed a
working paper on the pro-
posed fund.

The paper, a result of sev-
eral meetings between the
Association and the minis-
try, would be submitted to
the Cabinet for Its evalua-
tion soon.,

. Discussions would be held
first with Bank Negara and
the Treasury.

Najib said the Govern-
ment would then decide if
there was a need to set u
thefund or to use the exist-
ing funds alocated to the
Ministry. .

He sad if the Government
chose to udlise the existing
fund, pecific allocation
had to be set aside for theex-
soldiers. o

“However, itis gtill- pre-
mature to specify the
amount as we have o dis-
cuss with the central agen-
ciesinvolved,” he added.

Najib said severa propos-
as on ways to utilise the
services of ex-soldiers after
they completed their ser-
vices with the force have
also been incorporated in
the paper.

He said the ministry and
Government only provided
training and looked after
the welfare of soldiers when
they were still in service.

“When theyretire, the as-
sociation undertakes the re-
sgonsibility to look after
their welfare However. due
to insufficient funds, mgcnty
ex-servicemen are neglect-
ed,” he said, adding that the
Government would study
?/vays to address this prob-

em.

On the possible extension
of the Malaysian Battalion
(Malbatt) servicesin Cam-
bodia once the UN peace-
keeping duty in the countrg
ends in NQvember, Naji
said a decision would only
be made if the Cambodian
Government submitted its
reauest to Malavsia.
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