Tolerance IS
needed, says

Dr

By Ahmad A. Talib
and Hisham Mahzan

KOTA BARU, Mon. — Mul-
tiracial _and multireligious
Malaysia needs a Govern-
ment which can promote
tolerance and harmony

among the people, Prime
Minister Dat i Dr Ma-
.hathuﬂ%@m_aggaidt ay.

He said SUCh tolerance
would pave the way for
more progress and prosperi-
ty, elements which were es-
sential in maintaining polit-
ical stability in the country.

Dr Mahathir said the pow-
er-sharing. concept, adopted
by the Barisan Nasiona had
proven to be the most appro-
priate and effective for plu-
ral Malaysia. Hence, the BN
should be allowed to contin-
ue tggromote the concept as
it had proven to be success-

Mah

in helping the country to

progr ess. .

. The system of administra-

tion as” advocated by Pas

was hot suited for a miultira-
cial society, he said, addin
that as a party whic
clamed to_uphold Isamic
principles, Pas should dem-
ongtrate fairness, tolerance
and understanding.
“Trying to impose Pas’
values on sections of the
people who do not share
similar beliefs would not en-
dear the part)(]_to the people.
“In fact, this will lend a

wrong image of Idam as a

principle in”governance.”

* The Prime Minister was
speaking to a packed audi-
ence at the Chinese Assem-
bly Hall here organised by
the Kelantan BN Earlier in
the day, Dr Mahathir de-
clared "open the National
Youth Assembly.
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Dr Mahathir said Idlam

had aways been fair when
used as a nrinciple of admin-
istration.-
. When Idam was the rul-
ing power in many parts of
Europe, it was far and a
sense of justice prevailed.
But its relgn ended when
narrow interpretations of
the religion led to disunity.

Dr Mahathir said it ap-

ared that Pas” reign in

elantan would face a' simi-
lar fate because it had tried
to impose its vaues on peo-

le who did not share the

e sentiments.

. Furthermore, Pas’ prom-
ises made either on its own
or with its political a\IIKSe-
mangat 46 have not been
delivered. Promises made
during the run-up to the

eneral eection 'in 1990
%ave not been kept. )

The Prime Minister said:
“In Idam, promises made
must be kept. | would like to
ask Pas |eaders if they had
kept to their promises.”

Semangat 46 has not re-
ceived due recognition from
Pas. It isincreasingly play-

second fiddle in the Pas-.
led State Government

Islam never discouraged
the creation and accumula-
tion of wedlth, but these ef-
forts had be continued so
that the image of Islam
could be correCted. ]

Islam was progressive
and Mudlims had a duty to
correct some of the miston-
ceptions about the religion
thatt it wast_ bacl%ward and
not supportive of prosperi-
Y. ho adcied, | O ProsPer
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