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KUALA LUMPUK, Wed. -
Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation chairman Yasser
Arafat arrived here today
for a three-day working visit
and was immediately as-
sured of Malaysia’s contin-
ued support for its struggle.

He was told that Malaysia
wanted all parties involved
in the negotiations for

ge
ace

between Palestine an Isra-
el to fiid ways so that the
~2xpxmo1 was fair to the

Malaysia’s support for its

meet’
it%

at the Prime Minis-
ter’s 0 ice.

Dr Mahathir said that dur-
ing their meeting, the PLO
leader told him the organi-
sation could not agree to the
terms propc%Zl-iiI  the re-
cent negotiations because
the
4

were not in accordance
wit the United Nations res-
olutions.

The UN resolutions,

among othe things, call forF
the total withdrawal of Isra-
el from the occupied territo
ries.

“The PLO could not agree
to the proposals because
matters concerning Jerusa-
lem were not mentioned at
all,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Malay-
sia acce ted and supported
the PL8 stand as it was
logical that any settlement
must be preceded by fair
negotiations and agreement
by which the Palestinians
could regain their autono-
my.

He said in their negotia-
tions, the ies involved

8”muat also etermine the fu-
ture of Jerusalem.

“Even if the Palestinians
do not get back Jerusalem
today,. it must be specified
what is in store for it,” he
said.

Dr Mahathir said Malay-
sia was sympathetic with
the fate of the Palestinians
and expressed his grief over
the many Palestinians
killed in their struggle dur-
ing the intijada (uprising).

“Malaysia has assured the
Palestinians that it will con-

tinue to su
gle,” he adx

port their strug-
ed.

Asked whether the PLO
was willing to continue with
the negotiations, he said it

by Israel and the
States which. were not in
x;fodgce with the UN res-

“PLO ‘is prepared to ac-
cept the proposals only if
they are in line with the UN
resolutions,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that dur-
ing the meeting Arafat also
showed him a copy of the
outcome of the past discus-
sions. It indicated that the
discussions were not based
on the UN resolutions. The
proposals would not give
anything to the Palestin-
ians.

He said the Palestinians
were given the right to ad-
minister institutions within
the occu iecl  territories.

“But t&wy are already
doing. All educational insti-
tutions are being adminis-
tered by the Palestinians,”
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Dr Mahathir added.

Asked to comment on the
series of attacks by Israel on
the Palestinians in Lebanon
in the past three days, the
Prime Minister said it was
Israel’s excuse to use its
weapons.

“This should not have
happened. Israel is not able
to use machineguns and
aero lanes in the intifada as
it ta!es place in the urban
areas. In Lebanon, they can
do it,” he said.

Arafat was accompanied
by a six-member delegation,
including his political advis-
er Hani Al Hassan and na-
tional affairs adviser Sakher
Habash. Both are members
of the PLO central commit-
tee.

The others are his eco-
nomic affairs adviser Moha-
mad Rashid and the head of
the PLO office in Japan,
Baker Abdel Munim. Also
present was PLO ambassa-
dor Ahmad al Farra.

Arafat also held separate
meetings with Deputy

Prime Minister Ghafar Baba
and Finance Minister Datuk
Serl Anwar  Ibrahim at Car-
cosa Seri Negara.

Tomorrow Arafat will
have an audience with the
Yang diPertuan Agong Sul-
tan Azlan Shah.

In fie afternoon he will
deliver a talk at the Nation-
al Institute of Public Admln-
istration in Bukit Kiara.
The talk is organised by the
institute in collaboration
with the Institute of Strate-
gic and International Stud-
ies.

He will also attend a din-
ner hosted by Dr Mahathir
at Serl Perdana.

Arafat last met Dr Ma-
hathir at the 10th Non-
Aligned Movement Summit
in Jakarta last year.
. His last trip to Malaysia
was in March 1999 for a
three-day official visit-the
first in his capacity as Presi-
dent of the symbolic Pales-
tine State which was de-
clared by the Palestinian
National Council in Algiers
in November 1999.
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