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Tnenegaskan, hubungan
erat antara Malaysia dan
Brunei Darussalam ada-
lah penting. bagi mening-
katkan terus kegemilang-
an bangsa dan budaya
Melayu.

Katanya, budaya Mela-
yu vang: kava dan indah
perlu digembur dan dipu-
puk supaya terus subur
dan mendapat tempat
yang dihormati dalam bu-
daya antarabangsa.

“Kerajaan Malaysia be-
rasa amat puas hati baha-
wa pada hari ini hubung-
an di antara kedua-dua
negara amat rapat dan
akrab,” kata Perdana Me-
nteri dalam ucapan ba-
lasnya di majlis jamuan
negara sempena lawatan
rasminya ke Brunei di Is-
tana Nurul Iman di sini
malam ini.*

Mahathir berkata, Ma-
laysia dan Brunei telah
bersetuju  menubuhkan
suruhanjaya bersama ba-
gi meningkatkan bidang
kerjasama dua hala dan
menyelesaikan se
masalah yang berb&ngkit
secara aman dengan se-
mangat persaudaraan.

Menurutnya, persefa-

haman dan kerjasama ini
bukan sahaja penting da-
lam konteks dua hala, te-
tapi juga sebagai sumba-
ngan positif terhadap ke-
amanan dan kestabilan
seluruh Asia Tenggara.
Katanya, Malaysia dan
Brunei mempunyai pan-
dangan dan pendirian
yang sama mengenai isu-
isu penting yang melibat-
kan keamanan. kestabil-
an dan kemakmuran se-
rantau dan antarabangsa.
Dalam hal ini, Maha-
thir mengucapkan terima
kasih kenada Sultan Has-
sanal Bolkiah atas soko-
ngan Brunei kepada bebe-
rapa inisiatif yang di-
ambil oleh Malaysia, ter-
masuk Perundingan Eko-
nomi Asia Timur (EAEC)
yang sekarang mendapat
persetujuan  negara-ne-
gara di rantau berkenaan.

Kerjasama

Beliau juga menegas-
kan bahawa negara-ne-
gara ASEAN perlu meng-
adakan kerjasama yang
menyeluruh antara mere-
ka supaya badan itu be-
nar-benar teguh dan ber-
satu bagi menghadapi
tekanan dan cabaran da-
ripada mana-mana pihak.

Katanya, ASEAN ha-
ruslah menjadi penggerak
utama dan menerajui apa
jua usaha berkaitan deng-
an ekonomi, keamanan

dan kestabilan Asia Teng-
gara.

Menurutnya, kemam-
puan ASEAN memainkan
peranan ini jelas terbukti
daripada kejayaan dalam
usaha mencari penyele-
saian masalah Kemboja,
persetujuan menubuhkan
Kawasan Perdagangan
Bebas ASEAN (AFTA) da-
lam tempoh 15 tahun dan
persetujuan menubuhkan
EAEC.

Perdana Menteri juga
berkata, pada masa ini
Malaysia sedang memberi
perhatian serius kepada
keadaan di Bosnia-Herze-
govina, di mana umat Is-
lam terutamanya sedang
menghadapi kekejaman
dan keganasan Serb.

“Laungan meminta
bantuan untuk memper-
tahankan diri tidak dihi-
raukan oleh negara Ero-
pah. “Malaysia tidak
sanggup melihat keadaan
ini berlarutan dan sedang
berusaha dengan negara-
negara lain untuk mem-
bantu rakyat Islam Bos-
nia mempertahankan
nyawa dan hak mereka,”
tambahnya.

Dalam hal4fi, kata Ma-
hathir, Malaysia mengalu
sokongan dan bantuan
Brunei bagi menyelamat-
kan Bosnia-Herzegovina.
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BANDAR SERI
BEGAWAN: The setting
up of aBrunei-Malaysia
joint border committee
will further enhance bi-

latera ties and help solve
problems faced by the
two _countries.

Prime Minister Datuk
Seri_Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad said the setting up of
the “committee was aso
important because the ug-
derstanding and co-oper
tion between the two
countries were vital to en-
sure peace in South-East

sia.

“It Is important to
maintain these close rela
tions to boost the glory of
the Malay race and cul-
ture which is rich_and
Ibeautiful so that it will be
accorded respect interna-
tionally,” he said at an of-
Cicia dinner hosted by the
S_ulrt]an of Brunel heré last
night.

e said Maavsia and
Brunei were able-to co-op-
erate in Asean and in oth-
er international forums,
such as the Organisation
of Islamic Conference
and the Upited Nations,
because ﬁ shared the
same stghd and views on
important issues pertain-
ing. to regional and inter-
national stability and

peace.

Dr Mahathir also said
Malaysia welcomed any
assistance from Brunei in
helping Bosnians defend
themselves and their
rights as the country was
willing to play an active
role in international fo-
rums.

“Malaysia is giving se-
rious attention to the Bos-
nian situation, where
their people faced Serbi-
an atrocities while the Eu-
ropean countries did not
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heed their cal for help.
“Malaysia is not willing
to sit back and let the Situ-
ation deteriorate and we
are working with other
countries to help the Bos-
ians” he said, adding
at Mdaysia was able to
do so because the coun-
try, under the Barisan Na-
sionallzgovernment, had
sugcepded in Yringing
progrjss to its own peo-
ple. ¥
In his speech, the Bru-
ne Sultan called on devel-
oped countries to respect
the rights of developing
countries to form a forum
to protect their economic
interests.
-Referring to the the
East Asia Economic Cau-
cus, he said developed

countries which are al-
ready members of trade
blocs should' not stand in
the way of other countries
to sit down and discuss
€conomic issues.

He aso said Maaysa's
Vision 2020 could become
an inspiration to other de-
veloping cotintries in
their effort to achieve de-
veloped, status.

He expressed his gov-
ernment’s willingness to
co-operate with Maaysa
in al matters concerning
bilateral, regional and in-
ternational  issues.

“Malaysia has been
helping us in several sec-
tors including education,
religion, military and
communications. | hope
that this co-operation will

‘continue,” he added.
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