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Mahathir-presidency
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KUALA LUMPUR, Aug b “(bernama) -— The Prime Minister pDatuk Seri pr
Mahathir Mohamad today said he is adviging Umno members to avoid contest

“ontyfor The deputy presidency in the November party elections and not for

the number one post asg well.

He said he felt it would be better for Umno if there was no contest for
the number two post although the Umno constitntion allowed this.

"I thonght if there is no contest for tha number two post, it is better
for umno as trhd1r1unallv.1r is not contestad, but the party constitution
allovs contest. i

Dr Mahathir, -who is Umno president, was upeaking at a news conference
after chairing a three-and-a-half-hour mealing of the party's supreme
counail at the Putra World Yrade Centre (PWIC) heve.

He said he could not, tell others not to vuntest the Umno presidency
against him and that anvone could contest.

"1t's not the top two posts, top one post only," he said when asked
whether he still maintained that the top two posts should not be

“aomtested.—— more
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e Mahathir was also asked on the council's stand on party members'

v expressed and open backing for party leadern to cnnipst for certain posts.

-He said the supreme council had no stand on the matter.

Umno members could do anything constitutional, he said.

“In this matter we only advise them so that they will take into account
party tradition and other matters,” he said.

the Prime Minister said today's supreme council meeting did discuss
"more or less” the coming party elections.

Conncil members felt that internal politica in Umho was not. that
tumnltucus as it was made onut to be, he said.

“and they each believe that they.can control emotions and ensure ﬁhat
party unity does not suffer merely because ot the elections,” he said. —
nore
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©br Mahathir also commented on Government fack-Benchers Club (BBC)

leader shahidan Kassim's statement of support. for Umno vice-president Datuk
seri Anwar Ibrahim to contest against incumbent Ghafar Baba for the deputy
presidency.

He said the'matter was discussed in passing and regarded it as normal.

"We feel that a body outside umno shonld not be involved in the
elections,”" he said.

Yhe Prime Minister declined to comment, whother DAY secretary-general
im Kit Siang's motion in the Dewan Rakyat yesterday on Chafar's”positinnn
as Deputy Prime Minister was following shahidan's statement. .

"He speaks when he feels like speaking. Atter speaking he'l] say the
country is undemocratic. In an undemocratic country, he could be avxeqted "
he said. ' .-

rarlier Or Mahathir announced the names of 10 members of the Umno
election committee. : ‘ '

They are 'an &ri Mustafa Jabar, Tan Gri Abdul Samad 1dvis, 'fan ari
shavif Ahmad, "Tan ari Haj1 Azahati Mat Pail, atuk Hormat Rafaei, hatuk
Ahmad Razali Mohamad A11, patuk Melan Abduiiah, batuk 8iti Rahmah Mohamad
Kassim, Datuk Paduka Hajah rFatimah Abdul Mapid and 'fan 8vi Khir Johari. -—-
Hernama
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