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Mahathir-Ghafar

MAHA'THIR DISMISSES SPECULATION THAT GHAFAR WL RLulGNGi?

1M CW}

KUALA LUMPUR, Ang 5 {Bernama) -— hatuk seri bDr Mahathir Mohamad said
today naik Ghafar Hu)‘ had not expresned any intention to resign as deputy.
prime minister.

'The prime minister told reporters this after chairing the Umno supreme
counoxl meeting at the Putra World “rade Contre, herg

‘Asked whether the meeting had discussed Ghatar's r9q1gnat1un, he said
jokingly: "You want to write a book? You ¢an write anything.'

thafar, who is also uUmno deputy president, was absent from the press
conference. Present were vice-presidents Dotuk Seri Anwar thrahim, Datuk
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi and Datuk Seri Sanugit Junid and Umno Youth leader
patuk Seri Najib tun rRazak.

“r Mahathir ‘said Ghatar was theve earlior but had excused himself
because he had business to attend to. -- wove
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~ When asked whether several ministers WUnld join Hhafar in resigning, bOr
Makathir said: "Who are they, please let mo know. You have more news than |
have, why do you ask me? | shonld be asking you what the news is.”

He also said that Umno was deciding on the candidate to put up for the
Batn Talam state by-election and the party's election machinery was re sady
to go into action. .

On the recent visits of the president of the Palestine hlberar1oﬁ
0rgan1qat10n (P1.0) Yasser Aratat and African National Congress (ANC) leader :
Nelson Mandela to Malaysia, he satd the two leaders gave detailed accounts
of what had actually happened in West Asio and South Africa and songht
Malaysia's support for their struggles.

“We have a better understanding of what had happened after their
accounts because we know that reports in the press are normally inaccurate,
based on guesswork and biased,” he said. -- Bernama
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