gUALA LUMPUR, é ment Jaxg Eo zﬂ:

rdoch’s News that the company appreciat-
Corporat| on today respond- ed Dr Mahathir’s concern
ed to Prime Minister Dat egarding its purchase of a

Sg_d_l_):__Maha.t.b.t.L maJonty share in STAR TV.
mad’s, comment 0N IitS nur

Hollowav. who is the dep-
c chase of amajority sharein  uty chairman and chief e
n%Kong S'STAR Televi-  ecutive of the South Chlna
iving an assurance  Mormning Post newspaper, an
that |t in ended to makethe associate of News Corpora-
satellite network “aservice  tion, said the purchase was
which Asian families can

on very careful com-
enhy in their homes’. mercia considerations and
Holloway, re ly-

the purchaser was mindful
ing on behalf of Néws eor-  of the possible sensitivities
poramon said in a state- of the Governments in

assures Dr M on STAR TV

the region.
Tak Pr|tme M|{1|ster
speaking to reporters in
gen B eglvan a the
end of a threeday visit to
Brunei on Tuesday, ex-
ressed concern, that STAR
V might {|01.n ‘other West-
ern-contralled media “to
create friction and instabil-
|ty in thisregion so that the
West can compete with us’.
Dr Mahathir cited the
case of the Far Eastern Eco-
nomic Review which in 1987
reported that Malaysia had

roposed to sell Limbang to

runei. The Government
sued the Hong Kong-based
magazine and won. It was
ordered to retract the report
anld apo(ljog|se and it com-

i e

P Commenting on the STAR
TV. Dr Mahathir said: “Why
has Murdoch bought 64 per
cent.of STAR T for US$500
million (RM1,300 million) if
it is not to contral the news
that ‘\’/,\{e are going to re-

Sald Holloway: “We are

conSd ous of the Asian way
of life and its unigue cultur-
al, historical and religious
hentage We will not pre-
sume to intrude into the do-
mestlc affairs of any coun-

We can assure the Prime
Minister that the verv ex-
pensive and vauable' les-
sons we |learnt from our ex-
perience in the United

Km‘?dom through British

Broadcasting (SKY Asia and trugt t

Channel) were very much in
our minds yhen we decided

on this course of action.

“We intend to make STAR
TV a service which Asian
families can enjoy in their
homes and a service which
(the) Governments in the re-
gion will find both fnendly
and useful.

“We hope that the Prime
Minister will give us an op
portunity to explaln to him
our ams and apirations In
t in doing
S0, we would at least allay
some of his reservations.”
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