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KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. --
Umno leaders are confident
that party unity will not be
adversely affected by the
November elections, Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Moliamad  said today.

He said this was the feel-
ing ex ressed by supreme

7counci members at their
meeting today.  Council
members gave their views
when they discussed party
development at the meet-
ine.

At a Press conference af-
ter chairing the 3%hour
meeting at the Umno head-
quarters here, Dr Mahathir,
who is also party president,
was  asked whether  the
meeting discussed the up-
coming general assembly.

He said there were some
discussions on the matter.

Everyone gave his/her
opinion on the situation in
the party. he said, adding
that it was not as intense as
made out to be.

“They all believe that
they can control their feel-
in
wi 1I

s and ensure party unity
not be adverselv affect-

ed just because of the elec-
tions.”

Asked whether he was
still maintaining his stand
that  the  top two posts
should not be contested, Dr
Mahathir said his advice on
the matter should only con-
cern the party’s No 2 post.

'i ,dL’t tidi_lhP  pC!;:;!lf Met
to contest against me. If
they want to contest against
me, they can (do so) ”

However, for the No 2
post, Dr Mahathir felt that it
would be better if there was
no con&t as it would be in
line with party tradition.
But, he said, the party’s con-
stitution allowed it (con-
test).

Asked whether the state-
ment by Encik Shahidan
Kassim, chairman of the
Backbenchers’ Club (BBC) a
week ago endorsing party
vice-president Datuk Seri
Anwar  Ibrahim to stand for
t h e  d e p u t y re s idency
a ainst incum e n t\ Abdul
G%afar Baba was discussed
at today’s meeting, Dr Ma-
hathir said it was.

was treated as a norma:
matter.

Dr Mahathir said outside
groups, in an apparent refer.
ence to the BBC, should not
get involved in party mat.
fers.

_ _

When asked b
thor whether tg

a local au
e meeting

discussed “talk” concerning
the resignation of Ghafar,
Dr Mahathir said: “You
want to write a book? You
can write what you want.”
He added that the matter
was not discussed,

“He (Ghafar)  was here
just now but sought permis-
sion to leave early as he had
some matters to attend to.”

Asked about “talk” that a
number of Ministers would
also resign along with Gha-
far. Dr Mahathir said: “Who
are they? Please tell. You
,know more than I do . . then
.why  ask me? I should be
asking you what’s  the
news?”

Asked to comment on
what grassroots members
said was an open support by
certain Umno leaders for
candidates who could be
contesting in the party elec-
tions, Dr Mahathir said the
supreme council .did not
make any stand on the mat-
ter.

“Who made the open sup-
port?” he asked.

He said party members
were free to do whatever
was allowed by the party
constitution but it would be
advisable that, they took
party tradition into consid
eration.

Asked to comment on the
aborted motion by DAP sec-
retary-general  Lim Kit

said:
“He (Lim) can say what he

likes. After saying that, he’ll
say that there’s no democra-
cy in this country . ...”

He said it was discussed
“in passing”, adding that it

Asked whether Umno has
selected its candidate for
the Batu Talam State by-
election in Pahang, he said
the party was in the process
of picking the right person.

The seat became vacant
following the death of Da-
tuk Mazlan Idris last month.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir an-
nounced the members of the
Umno election committee
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Dr Mahathir names lo-member party election committee
0 FROM PAGE ONE Tan Sri Azahari Mat Taib, Asked about the recent

Datuk Hormat Rafaei, Da- visits by Palestine Libera-
responsible for supervising tuk Ahmad  Razali  Mo-
the party polls. hamed Ali, Datuk Melan Ab-

tion Organisation chairman
Yasser Arafat and African

They are Tan Sri Mustafa
dullah, Datuk Siti Rahmah National Congress presi-
Mohamed Kassim, Datuk dent Nelson Mandela, Dr

Jabar, Tan Sri Abdul Samad Paduka Fatimah Abdul Ma- Mahathir said they had
Idris. Tan Sri Sharif Ahmad, jid and Tan Sri Khir Johari. sought Malaysia’s support.

They had also briefed him Badawi, Datuk Seri Sanusi
on the actual situation in Junid, secretary-general Da-
t$ndrspective  regions, he tuk Mohamed Rahmat, trea-

surer Tun  Daim Zainuddin.
Youth chief Datuk Najib

Also present at the Press Tun Razak and Information
conference were Anwar,  Da- chief Datuk Hussein Ah-
t u k  A b d u l l a h  Ahmad mad.
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