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K~JAI,A I,I1MI'ul~, Aug 16 (Ikrnama) -- Malaysia's hc?st: hope, 3s 11 Small 

pl;ryar in the glahal aren;l, 1 ies simply in hi:ing mcjrC: competi%ive, I'rime 

Mini st,er Ilatiik :;r.i-i 111‘ hat.hir MOIIJIII,id ~;lid t.od,Iy. 
This will anahle Malaysia to export. its products even when far!& With 

protectioni st. barriers, hc? t.ol d a senior C:ij1'p<~\‘ste and government. 
exe.cntives gatherd for the first. NiJtion;rl Competitiveness k'cjrilm, rjrga?li sc?d 

hy the Mini stry of Intc!rnat.ional Trade S~lld Industry and the MalaySi,In 
Wsiness Council here. 

"we t.aks t.kc! issue of competitiveness very seriously,“ he said. 
"We hope to make being competitive ,I t.horoughl y Ma1 aysi 1111 

characteri sti c, embraced by' all segmant.s of s0ciet.y. With this goa1 in 
view, WA must. also accspt. the need for c~pen~~ess, liber,~lism and free 
ccJmpetit.ion that. goes alnng with being c:nmpc+t.iI:ivcI.," he noted. 

tie said Malaysi;l's s~~c:cess in at.t,aiiiing ,~ncl sustaining t.1~. 
competitiveness of its sxpoks had ~esl11t:ed in the ctowtry being regarded 
as one of the indnst.rial i sing countries deserving coverage in t.he ;Innnal 
World Competitiveness lIeport. 

Mahathir attrihated the connt.ry's competitiveness to t,hs maintenance of 
II' stable pal it.ical and social envirnnment, ;rnd the management. of ,I 
mac!ro-economic systt?m which was conducive to economic growt.h, as well as 
t.he continuous upgrading of inst,it.ut.ional , physical and social 
infrast.mctures. 

."Other fact.ors such as t.ha st,ahi 1 ity and c:tsmpet.it.iveness of clilr 
exchange rates , t.he rata of interest. and inflat.ion, financial policies and 

I ma~~a~enient and governn~ent-private ssc:t.or l-t?1 at.ion's ate all c:nnt.rihnt.ory 
factors which are 1 inked t.o 011r SIICC~SS so far," he said. 

Mahathir added that. inpraasc?s in wages must. he matched with higher 
pradnctivity, either qnant.it.;lt-,i vsl y'.cJl- t.hroligh moving into the higher 
~al~~e-~~dded economic sbctors and activities ,lnd t.o continua to he 
competitivs there. 

"Only than .can we support. our aver-increailing per capita income, hi.gher 
wages and standards of 1 iving," he said. 

He Aled t.hat. competitiveness had to he npc~radwl al I t.he time JS any 
slowing down would result. in losing-it.. 

He said developments of the SCJ-c,~lled i ntxrnntional prod\lct. li fs cycle 
was jn fact simply a reflect.ian of t.he dynamic: raalities affecting the 

, compstitiveness of nations. 
"'l'hns , coiiiitri es in Western I':iircJpe, which ur;t?d to he world 1 tmders in 

iron and steel , ship-lsui lding and t.ext.iles ,211‘e finding that. t.hey can no 
longer maint.ain t.heir leadership position,“ he. said. 
“‘They. have to upgrade t.o more soph5 sti cst.etl i ndnst.ri es, or ga lip-market. 

into specific high value-added niches in t.her;e industries,“ Mahat.hir said, 
adding that. Malaysia, W-1cc1 t,he world leader in r1111l'jer and t,in, had r.0 give 
up these indnst.ries and move into maiu~factnri ng. 

Now, he. said, Malaysia heId t,o he, ml the move: again to find niches whirch 
were snt.iahle for it. and t.o ,achisve cometitiveness in these niches. 

“l4elax and t.he t.rjrtoise hehind wi 11 suddenctl y he ahead ,“ he warned. -- 

I-IF! al SO stressed the need to enhance the qua1 i ty of the lahonr force 
via sduc;lt.ion, training atid other farms of hllnmn reso~~rcle development and 
to improve technologicsl capahi li ties. 

"Current.1 y, with the exception of a few narrow sactars such ,is research 
in certxin agricnlltnral cash crops like ruhh(:r and palm oil, Mala$sia is 
lament.ahly weak in research and ihe appl i cat.ion of new t.echnatcjgy,'" he 
said. 

u In this regard, alt.hough t.he broad aspirations are clear, ~‘11 aysia has 
st.i 11 t.0 decide an areas of focus as well ,IS on.~impl~n~en~a~ion strategies. 

"MY view is that. WC? should fociis more on dc:velopment, and ,~pplic,~t,ion 
t.han on ariginal research. '['he ret.urns co\ t.htiKs art'. fast.e.r and het,t.er than 
from basic research." -- Ikrnama 
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