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Mahathiv-gathering

DON''T HOLD LARGE GATHERINGS FOR UMNO BLECTTON CAMPATGN, BAYS M

b s ., » . o
KUALA LUMPUR, Ang.l16 (Bernama) -— UMNO prosident Datuk Seri br Mahathiy

Mohamad today advised farty members against holding large gatherings for

campaigning in the tun up to the party elections in November. .
harge assemblies for campaigning was sura to involve use of a lot of
money, he said. _ _

“1f there is no money how is it possible to hold a big gatherlpg?" he
told reporters after openjng the National Cumpetitiveness lorum jointly
organised by the Malaysian Business Council and the Anternational Yrade and
Industry Ministry here. 7 .

‘e Mahathit, who is Prime Minister, was asked to comment on the holding
of large gatherings to campaign for the pavty elections in November.

hast saturday, a cloged-door gathering on the theme “Trowards Malay
Unity” was held at the putra World Yrade Contre (rwre) attended by about
7,000 people comprising staff of government departments and agencies under
the Agriculture and Rural Development ministries, members of youth

"organisations and UMNO. -— more
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Those who spoke on current isgues in UMNO at the gathering which lasted
more, than two-and-a-half hours were UMNO vice-presigents Datuk Abdullah
Haji, Ahmad sadawi and batuk Seri Sanusi Junid, a Pa%ang State ILxecutive
Councillor patnk Adnan vaakob and Gaya UMNO division deputy head Bandi
Pilo, who represented Sabah UMNO Liaison Committee deputy chaivman 'tun Datu
Mustapha Datu Havun. ' b .

"50, | hope all groups will not organise large gatherings... it is
adequate to-hold small ones,” said br Mahathir. -

He was also asked to comment on allegations made by several UMNO
leaders recently on use to money to fiah for votes with the approach of the
party elections. ’

Among those who made the allegations werae Abdullah and UMNO Supreme
Conunail member and law Minister, Datuk Syed Hamid Albar. '

Describing the use of monev in politic ax unhealthy, br Mahathir said
the practice did occur in the country hut it was not as serious as in some
countries where it forced a change in government. —- more
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-people, he added. :
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"Money politics in this country is not too serious yet but it can

become serious. All diseases start from small, it's like a thin wedge, it

will increase,” he added.

As far as possible all gro

ups shonld avoid using money in political
activities, he said. ! ‘

'"he use of money in politics had no end bhocause if one gave. RMT0,
another would give RM11 and if one party gave RM12, another would give
kM20. The amount given would continue to rine because it won't satisfy

Asked if UMNO had a mechanism to curh monuy politiag, Uy Mahathir said:
"We give advice but we do not have an Anti-Corruption Agency in the party,

sometimes we expose it so ,that UMNO members wonld not. respond to money
politics. -- more ’ ’
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ﬁe said, however, UMNO had a disciplinary committee which would keep a
vatch on nse of money in politics. ‘ : N SN

Dr Mahathir was alao asked about allegations that guVe1n¢ent mqghynely
like the Community Services Department (KEMAR) and the Nat1ona1 Civics
tureau being used in the campaigning for tho UMNO elections. _

He said no one in UMNO was allowed to use government machinery to

. campaign for party eleations.

“We can nse government machinery to defend the government but not to
defend any individual in the government,” hn added. -- Bernama
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