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Mahathir-knowledge _
CMALAYSTA CAN BUTLD ROCKETS ONIY DAY, SAYH MAUHATHIR /‘\\)
bm 4% &
KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 16 (Bernama) —— Prime Mlnistegﬂgatuk seri Dr Mahathir
_Mohamad gaid tonight 7€ was not impossible tor Malaysia to build rockets
for space travel one day.

He said those building rockets now were not extraordinary but just
human beings with much more experience than Malaysians.

"ahout 100 years ago, even they were only as capable as people who were
not highly civiligsed. We also can (achieve that)," he said in-the interview
“Bersama Perdana Menteri” (With the Prime Minister) over '1V1.

Dr Mahathir was asked whether he was contident the quality of Malaysian
workers would enable the country to grow into a better producer, or at the
least compete strongly with other producers.

He said he believed that given adequate time, the people could acquire
‘the efficiency and know]eﬁge necessary to enhance their capability. -—- more
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“Finithis connection, he said, the governmant alwayd trained the people
to enhance their capability and experience in any endeavourn.

He also said that the experience of othern could he. harnesspd and

f1mprovpd on to progress more quxokly

This would eventually enable the people to master technology, no matter
‘what. the extent of its sophistication, he said.

Asked what he thought was most important in getting the people td - pool
their efforts to ensure all their plans sucveeded, Dr Mahathir said he felt
that it was knowledge.
© "We cannot act effectively without, indaratanding what we are doing,

“what the gaind will be and what the resulty will be,” he said. - more
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Dr Mahathir said the (nformation Departmant had the important:role of
informing the people of what they were rvequired to know for their
participation in the national development. process.

"It is also the government's vesponsibility to explain why the
government. does what it does,” he said, and cited the example of
privatisation of government departments.

He said many people initially assumed that a privatised government.
department. would only think of making money, discharging poor qerv1oe,
paying low wages and sacking workers.

But, he said, it was evident that privatised departments were ible to,

pay hptter qalar1ps and bonus and give nthul Denefits to their Pmp10y99q

"rhe mfortunate are those who have not. heen privatised. "That is why we
try, if possible, to raise more taxes go that we can take care of the

nterests of those not vet privatised,” he naid. —— Bernama
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