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resident Datuk Seti_
Mbhamafis

advisea  candidates m the
forthcoming arty elections
to refrain Prom holding
mass gatherings or using
government machinery for
their campaigns.

He said since holding
large gatherings needed a
lot of money this would re-
sult in the issue of “money
politics” rearing its head.

“I hope all quarters will
stop organising large gath-
erings since small ones will
be adequate,” he said in re-
sponse to reporters’ ques-
tions after opening the
“First National Competi-
tiveness” forum jointly or-
ganised by the Mala Sian
Business Council anIT the
Ministry of International
Trade and Industry.

He said such practices
were not condoned “no mat-
ter who organises it”.

In an obvious reference to
Saturday’s gathering at the
Putra World Trade Centre
during which two Umno
vice-presidents, Datuk Ab-
dullah Ahmad  Badawi and
Datuk Seri S&nisi Junid,
spoke, the, Prime Minister
stressed that government
machinery and civil ser-
vants should only be used
“to protect” the Govem-
ment and not individuals in
the Government.

About 8,009  people attend-
ed the gathering which was
attended by Umno mem-
bers, officers of the Commu-
nity Development Depart-
ment (Kemas), the Mirnstry
of Agriculture and Ministry
of Rural Development.

Deputy Prime Minister
Abdul Ghafar Baba, who
was scheduled to attend the
meeting, did not show up.

Putra World Trade Centre
was tight-lipped over who
made the booking and who
paid for the Saturday func-
tb:o,o  Enquiries drew a

San&,  seen as Ghafar’s

staunchest supporter in the
forthcomin

I6
party elections

in Novem er, spoke for
more than one hour during
which he criticised  certain
Umno leaders.

He warned that there
were enemies within Umno
who would destroy the Ma-
lays.

On the emergence of
“money E$c& Dr.~$hathir a
although he said the prob-
‘lem wz% not as obvious-as in
some other countries.

“Any role of mone in
politics is not good. I gope
all those concerned would
avoid usin@ a lot of money
in their pohtical activities.

“Money politics can be-
come serious. It is the thin
end of the wedge. It starts
small and eventually in-
volves large sums of money.

“This is the charateristic
of ‘money politics’ because
it will come to a situation
where more and more mon-
ey would be offered.

“When someone gives
RMlO,  others will offer
RMll. It will go on since

!e
ople can never be satis-

led,” he said.
Asked what ste s would

be taken to stop tRe spread
of “money politics”, Dr Ma-
hathir said the party would
advise the candidates not to
be involved in such activi-
ties.

He said Umno did not
have a body like the Anti-
Corruption Agent within
the party but addeCTthat the
activities of those who in-
dul d in “money politics”
col.lYd be revealed to party
members so that members
would be aware and not re-
spond to such tactics.

Sanusi had also spoken
out against “money poli-
tics”. In Johor Baru in late
July, the Agriculture Minis-
ter said politicians who had
too much money to spare
should donate to mosques
or si(rau instead of indulg-
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ing j.n “money politics”.

On Aug 9, Abdullah
Badawi, when opening the
Bertam  Umno diyision
meeting, said Umno would
be infiltrated by enemies if
“money politics” could in-
fluence members in the elec-
tion of leaders.

He said such tactics could
only bring disaster to the
party.
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