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KUALA LUMPUR. Mon. k. us. we should strengthen
Attempts by other couptries
to “twist our arms” -will not

our deferme. If ourco&ry’~
industrial relations are

succeed if the country is po-
litically stable, efficient and

peaceful, its politics stable,
its leaders and administra-

resilient, Datuk Seri Rr Ma;- tion efficient. then our de-
hathir MbETai&sa,id.

‘The- Prime Minister said
such attempts could also be
warded off by making sure
that the country’s industri-
al relations were harmoni-
ous and stable.

fence line is very strong.
Then their attempts to twist
our arm would not be so
successful.”

Responding to a panel-
list’s question whether he
was aware that some of his
strong criticisms on inter-
national issues could leadto
a backlash from the interna-
tional community, Dr Ma-
hathir said:

“Yes, there could be a pos-
sibility of that. In fact, we’re
feeling that already. Their
efforts to make our produc-
tion costs increase is a man-
ifestation of that backlash.

“But we should know how
to act to counter this . . . one
of these is to make sure that
our nation is administered
properly, efficiently and not
present a situation that
could lead to instability.
This is our strength.

“If they put pressure on

He added that one way by
which the criticised coun-
tries could react would be
by closing their markets to
Malaysian goods, or threat-
ened our goods with re-
stricted entry.

The Prime Minister sug-
gested that this could be
countered by widening the
domestic market. _

He added that he wished
to see the people wealthier
and able to spend more,
which would help stimulate
economic growth.

Dr Mahathir said money
would not yield anything if
it was not used. That was
why money hidden under
the pillow would serve no
~~p;~va&; $$$in~$
depreciated.

He said: “One of our ap-
proaches to counter foreign

pressure on us is to improve
our domestic economdr. On
top of this, we shoul look
for nontraditional markets.
Our market is limited to Eu-
rope, America and Japan.

“We see countries in the
South buying d lot from the
North. Even If they are poor,
the fact is that they buy a lot
from Europe, America and
Japan. Why not from us?

“That is why we send our
trade missions to these coun-
tries. We need to identify
what they want and what we
can supply. As a result, our
exports to these countries 1
have now increased.”

The Prime 4Minister’“&d
exports to some of these
markets had increased by
300

p”
r cent. But this was

sma 1 because the base was
small. But lately, the emer-
gence of third country trad-
ing had also shown some
results.

For instance, a Malaysian
company had found out that
Russia wanted to buy coffee.
Malaysia does not reduce
coffee but the tra ers ob-x
tained the coffee from Co-
lumbia and sold it to the
Russians.
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