Strikes ‘will only discourage

KUALA LUMPUR Man

Strikes caused b%/ industrial

disputes will nof only result

in work stoppages but also

lead to possible loss in em-

ployment opportunities,,l}llg-_,
r Mo

tuk Seri Dr -
ad said.
e Prime Minister added
that strikes would discour-
age investors from invest-
ing in the country, which
meant that they would in-
vest elsewhere- and brin
with them the employmen
opportunities.

e said thiswas one of the
reasons why foreign bodies
tried to create disputes
amonﬂal_aysan workers.
Dr Mahathir'was asked wh
foreign trade unions too
sucha close interest on the
welfare of our workers,

“These people would in-

A
a:Fate our workers to take
ion that could push up
our production- costs.
Strikes involve costs, work
is disrupted and nothing is
roduced, people cannot
UE/ our goods and we can-
not sell them.
. “When this happens, the
investors will return to
their countries, thus depriv-
ing our people of work and
income. )
Investors flocked to this
country because i§s produc-
tion costs whre lower, com-
ared to the investors' coun-
ry of origin, Dr Mahathir
said. Some foreign trade
unions believed that by in-
creasing production costs in
Malaysia, the investors
would rgturn to their coun-
tries, start their operations
there and provide jobs for

investors gld lead to job loss

the people.

Asked whether there was
a concerted effort to sabo-
tage the national econom,
Dr Mahathir said: “Theydo
not plan to curb our eco-
nomic %rowth but they are
trying to make sure that
they are not threatened by

us.

. “They fedl threatened if
investments flow to this
country, not theirs. When
they 10se employment op-
portunities, and “while un-
employment is high, .4hey
won't” be in a position to

higher wages.

. “But thegr/1 are ahead%( en-
joying high wages. They
want Their wages 10 be high-
er so that théy can have a
more luxurious life. That is
wh%we are seen as athreat
to them, employment-wise.”
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