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Mahathir-China
CHlNA NOT 'O B FRARED, SAYS MAHATHIR v )
Cfrom Syed Jamil JaafarA X /EE> oy sY e Seas
CHANGKOK, Aug 20 ABernama) —-- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Or Mahathivr &
_r?$ﬁgmnd~said toddy countries in the region ﬁﬁﬁﬁju not e nminty-worried by
thina's spending on defence. ‘ ‘

fnstead, they shonld take advantage of iis increasing prosperity and
nse that country as an engine of growth.

Speaking during a question-and-answer senuion with the a1 business
commuinity at a veception here, he said that as China prospered, it was
inevitable that it would spend a portion ol its vevenue on defence.

"But. ¢ don't think that we should be wnduly-worried about that as 1 do
not. think that they are out to conguer South-kast Asia,” said bDr Mahathirv,
who visited China rv(enriy in response to a question on the role of China
in the future '

ity Mahathlr said China, with its huge 1.7 billion population, was
certain to play a major role in wm‘ld politics. —— more
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He said China would do very well econemically given its hardworking and |
;iﬁventive'penple who were also quick-to acquive nefs skills.

He said the country was now less intevested in polities than economics,
having more or less given up the idea of preventing 1nd1v1dua]s from
acquirting wealth.

Although its economy now was sawd ro be wverheating, this was only a
phase and he forsees China emerging as a major producer of mannfaotured
goods and a big trader.

On the possibility of China breaking np, Or Mahathir said that as the
country prospered it would want to stay as one, especially after having
“gseen what had happened next door “in the former Soviet Union.

However, he said, China wonld not be going all-out- for demoaracy as
China needed a GTVung central government al. present. —— more
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"Whev/will take time fnr after all democracy is not that eagy,” he
said. :

Answ¢11ng qupsr10nq about. Vietdam, v Mahathir said he hoped that the
United States embargo on that country wonld be lifted soon as this was
thd1ng back the Indochinese state from rapid economic development.

Referring to the missing in action (MIA) 1ssue which has remained the
orux of the U.5: Pmbargo on Vietnam, he said that in war there was hound ro
be people missing and it would be very ditticult to account for all.

e Mahathir also qpoké on the Asean iree frade Area (AI"'A) and
expressed the hope that the private sector In Asean wonld hellp accelerate
its realisation, targetted over the next 14 years, for the overa]] good. of
the region.

He said the 11fr1ng of tariffs would of voubse cause certain ppoplp to

Tose but overall, the economic activity of 411 countries would pick up for’
mitual benefit. —- Barnama
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