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1V0RHlCN INVESTORE AR PARUNERS EN MALAYUIAYS DEVELOPMEN'T
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KUALA LUMPUR, Aug.23 (Bernama) ~- Malaysia views foreign investors as
develaopment partnPVa/(bcaqu of their contvibutions to the process of
eradication of poverty and nation building, Prime Minister batuk Seri Dr.
Mahathir Mohawad said today. T ’
"Although investors invest hecause they vant to make profifs, the fact
18 throngh investment, they are contribnting to national development,” he
sald when closing the centenary celebrations of ksso in Malaysia, heve.

He added that when the investors succeedod and made profits, the
government also henefit®ed through the colloction of tax vevenue.

in addition, many foreign companies today were contributing to the
community through community development proyrammes, he said.

This formed part of their corporvate responaibilities, he added. -- wmore
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S Mahathir said with investments, employment opportunities for the
people were areated and this helped overcome the unemployment. problem.
Fxpressing the hope that the philosophy of “partners in development”

~wonld be wiell received by foreign companien, especially those from around

the world operating here, he said the government would continue to provide
facilities to meet the needs of investors and maintain political stability:
“This was because, for Malaysia, investwents provided the catalyst for
national development and progress, he added.

"in this era of high and sophisticated tochunology, any country which
refuses or was slow to avail themselves of it will be left behind and be
unable to develope,” he said.

Malaysia must go into these high technoloyy and sophisticated
industries, he added. -- more
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In this (onneation, he said, its was hopod the developed countries
vhich invested in Malaysia would make efforts to trangfer their high
teohnulogy to Malaysians.

"In..a world interdependent ‘on one anather, helping speed up the
development, of a country will bring-benefits to all-involved,” he added.

T"his was because when a country became developed, the investor

‘oounrrteq wvould be able to sell more of thair guods to the country

concerned.. ol

At the n]oqlng ceremony,” It Mahathir recoived a RMI million cheque from
the chairman of Ksso oompan19s in Ma]ays1a Morris Ii. Foster for the "High
'echnology Hypermedia Resource Centre" project, the first in the country,
sponsored by ksso at the children's corner in the National hLibravy.

welcoming the ksso contribution, br Mahathir said it vas in line with
the desire to.develape close cn—nperation hetween government and the
private sector under the "Malaysia ineorporated' concept.

He added that the tsso contribution was loghly meaningful to the young
generation of Malays1anq in view of the enphasis given by the government to
education and knowledge -— more
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"I'he country requires citizens who are capable of operating high
technolgy, highly knowledgeable, disciplined, honest and trustworthy to
face the (halléngpq ahead," he said.

However, in the pursuit of knowledge and high fP(hﬂO]OQY, nob19 values
ghonld not be neglected becanse the progress aspired through vision 2020
wag/one balanced between the material and spivitual, he added.

In this context, the Prime Minister sugganted that libraries rhruughout
the country provide more varieties of moral education materials as well as’
hIgh technology education centres to enable children to develupe into
skilled adults with high morals.

At the same time, he hoped the centre ot the National Library vou]d be
expanded to other libravies to expose vhllduwn outside the city to new
things.

'Yhe centre at the National Library provides g multi-media reference

facility children sthrough hands-on nse and interaction with the latest
technology.

For example, a child interested in aircratlt would not only bhe able to
obtain information on the type and make, Tlight characteristics and. Pnginé

sonnd but. also design their own aircraft. - Bernama
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