CNST496
U P 23-08 00215 1A6874
‘aae the
Mahathir-Anwar
IR MAHATHIR RIVIPERATUG NEUTRATL STAND ',//zg\)
bim CY} -
KUALA LuMPur, Aug.? Bernama) —— Datuk Gori Dr Mahathiv Mohamad today
reiterated his neurvaﬁfrv in the eterTion for party deputy president in

November and said his duty was to close rauks among members after the
contest so a8 to maintain unity.

The Prime Minister saig thOhe contesting must conduct their campaign
properly and avoid oreating problems for Uwmno and the country and providing
fuel to the apposition to bash Umno.

"My duty, if we are mable to avoid contest, is that aftter the results
I have to close ranks of all umno members. The vanguished and the viator
mist re-unite s0 thnt‘we gan ensure Umno's continned strength,” he told
Teporters after opening the public Bank's Vision Park here. .

e Mahathiv, who is Umno president, was anked to comment on Finance
Minister Datuk Seri Anvar (brahim's aunoun cwent taday that he would run
for the deputy prea1denr s post now held by Ghafar Baba, the Deputy Pr\me
Minister, in the party 9190t1uns in Novembo.

Anwar, one of three vice presidents, made the announcement at a press
~P0nf9rpnx9 attended by Supreme Council members, state Umno leaders, Cabinet
colleaguies and divigion ]padvr - more
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~ When he was asked for his comments abont, Anwar's decision, he replied:
"Ihat's his decigion. . o

He. said Anwar had informed him about about it.

Or Mahathir said there was no need for hin to give his blessings to
anyone. o contest because he wanted to vemarn neutral. .

o allegations by some quarters that his nentral stand in fact favoured
Anwar, Dy Mahathir replied: "that's interpiotation... anyone can make any
kind of interpretation.” L

-+ AS To the suggestion by a number of Unno leaders, among them Menteris

Besar and a Chief Minister, that Ghatar make way far-Anwar, Or Mahathir
Sﬂ]d "Ihat is their view." —— lernama
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