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PM BAYS A LIADER SH(H)LQ B A LONG=TERM PLANNER AEQ,Lle O

PREALING JAYA, Aug 24 (Bernama) -—- e JlnjstetAggggﬁ_is%l_gltwgnﬂ -
Mahathir Mohamad said today a leader shoulid be a lqﬁg—tﬂlm planner 3

TTRulT of 1deas. o .

"1 believe that leaders shonld look rny ahiead and not. n?: &‘ . ot the
immediate gain,” he said at a dialague with students &?dﬁ!HLtHIHT. of the
(nternational lslamic University (LIU) at 1Ls campus, ME{%, e

He was responding to a question from one of the !ea%ntelslop f;ﬂfurure
qualities a leader should have to lead a country t“w?‘éﬁ_ﬁ ?¥1qt.ppréd 3.

pescribing the question as a diffienlt one wh1cb he-dlq-n“:tea?éé';n;
Dr Mahathit said a person “shonld not be a leader if he dtdt?g, _?q; h]a
ideas or had only limited ideas, the same ldeqs that eve1¥»u‘yr§ :ddph .

Those~aTe the two things that | can thinl of at the moment, te adde .
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In the hour-long dialogue, the priwme minnter answered 11 questions
‘covering campus affairs and local and international issues. Farlier, heuhad
closed the 110'as 10th anniversary celelirat ons.. :

! Present- were Finance Minister Datuk Leri anwar lﬂrahim, who 1s also the
LIU president, and tducation Minister batuk Amar 0% Sulaiman Dands

Dr Mahathir said that if a leader werve to 100k'fnr,immediate gain, like
vinming the next election, for example, then he could become very easily
corrupted.

He said some Teaders womld give out moncy to become populav but once
they started giving, the people would ask tur more, and in return, would
give the leaders less and the future would not be very bright for the
country. . _

n a suggestion from a student on the pondibility of setting up an
"Islamic Common Market”, n0r Mahathir soid 6 was notpractical at the _
woment. as most of the I[slamic countries wero still dependent on the rest of
the world -- more
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At the moment, he said, the 1dlamic countries were not. capable of
"doing things by ourselves for ourselves" Lt vere dependent on other
comtries.. o

"We cannot allow ourselves to be moved by sentiment only. We have to
caleulate and assess our strengths and weaknesses' and determine between
vhat is good and bad. At the moment, | am sorry to say that an Islamic
Common Market ig not possible”, he said. a ;

For example, he said, it was alwost totally impossible for the (slamic
nations to have a common market as most of Lhen produced oil.and as such,
“who would want to buy itz". " - :

He said that at this point, the Islawic conptries could not afford to
cut themselves from the rest of the world Lecanse it conld hadly affect
their economies. )

Moreover, they had not mastered the technulogies needad to develop the
economy of a country, he added. -- lernama
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