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KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 24,(uernama) — Prime Minister batuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Mohamad today reminded the International lalamic University (L1u) of its
e I U . N .
role in uplifting the image of (slam. ‘
the world generally held islam in low asteem now, he said.

the 11U should correct the world's misconception and shallow knowledge -

on the islamic faith, society and economy, he said when laying the
foundation stone for (1U's new campns in Gombik near here.-— more
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Besides; "the 11U should attain excellens in specific fields so as to
get. wider recognition from the intérnational academic” fraternity and
_ community, he said. ' ' .
"rhe [1U's objective should be not only to be an institution of higher
. Jedrning recognised and respected by the Lilamic ygrld but also by other
world universities in general," bDr Mahathiv said. . o _ )
"’ He said liu's potential to emerge as an International centre ot higher
education was much better than other local universities.—-— more
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"I'Mis is because of the 11U's special foatures and strength,” Dr
Mahathir said.

He said several internal and external fuactors provided the opportunity
to make the country an international centra for higher Tearning.
. "he shifting of world economic growth to the Pacific region had
1n§gnsified competition among the newly industrialised countries (NICs),
said.

/ As such every country had realised the nned to invest in human
resources development, he said. - ' -

}(n 1988 some 75,000 Asean studerts were ntudying abroad, and’amnng them
8% per cent were concentrated in the Uniten states, Hritain, Australia,
Germany, Canada, Japan and France. o a

‘However, changes in the fee policies of these countries such as

requirting foreign students to pay full teo and the exchange .rate factor h

compelled governments and pavents to find .

their children for tertiary education, he naid.-— more
SJA OH RN

¥24/08/13+45Ms"

‘.

.
N

he

ad‘

ternative countries to send .



i1

| ¥24708/14-40M5

CNST806

U Gl 24-08 00194 1A900

‘aae

Mahathir-11U 4 Knala tumpur

At international and regional fora like the South-touth dialogue, the
Organisation of islamic Conference (OIC) and Asean, Malaysia had pledged to
upgrade cooperation in education and training and create opportunities and
relevant . facilities in the country.

. "Here lies the opportunities for this country to tormulate strategies
and take steps to attract and. reverse the tlow of Asean stndents,” he said.

Pr Mahathir said to attract toreign students in line with the
internationalisation of higher education, 1t was necessary for local N
institution of higher learning to concentrate on broader issues.

Among other things, they need to revise the programme contents,
teaching merhodq, the system of aredit trauvafer, counselling and social

support.
The medium of language at faculty,institution and higher educational

b

‘level system itself should also be revised so that it would be easily

acceptable to foreiga students, O Mahathiv said.

" hont t we have to revise the profile and system of staff development.,
organis gation and research grants in ovder o face the challenges poqed by
the 1nt9vnar1onnllqar1un of ‘higher education?" he asked.-- more .
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Or Mahathir said there were views that universities were very slow in '
adapting to the changes arvound them.

3;2f[f !ocal mmiversities and other inﬁtitutions-of leatning still L L
maintain the mould and thought of the 50s and are

nor willing to meet the - :
“current. and in the years before 2020, the opportunity to developsthe '
country into an 1nt@rnat1nnal 9du0at10nal contre would just be lost,” he
said.

"he country needed a modetl 1nqr1ruf\un which was more dynamlc and
responsive, he said.

it Mahathir helieved the new 11U campus would further enhance the
university's image among the international Islamic community.

The 11U, established a decade -ago, is ‘nnlvnrly being honsed in a
temporary campus in Petaling Jaya.

"he new campus covers some 280 hectares. Work on the first phase

“eosting RM321 million is expected to be completed at the end of next year.

CFinance Minister and U president Datuk Heri Anwar tbrahim, . lducation

“Minister hatuk Amar Or Sulaiman Daud, Selangor Menteri Besar ‘lan 8ri

“Muhammad Haji Muhamad Taib and foreign diplomats were among those who

attended the cervemony.—- dernama: - S
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