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concerned, for they do-not 
regard religion as a way of 
life,” he said. 
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tion cf knowledge and 
skills, intellectual and mate- 
rial wealth is part of their 
means to preserve their 
faith. 

The Prime Minister said 
this was a part of their reli- 
FfT;practice and their way 

“The Quran is clear on the 
issue of poverty. Poverty is 
one step before losing faith. 
And we must remember 
that poverty is not con- 
cerned only with material 
things but intellectual and 
other skills also,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir was adress- 
ing undergraduates and ac- 
ademic staff of the Interna- 
iirn$ Islamic University 

His fn-st official visit to 
the university, which was 
established in 19X?,. ‘was in 
conjunction with its 10th 
anniversary celebrations. 

Dr Mahathir said the life 
of a Muslim is totally gov- 
erned by the teachmgs of 
Islam and “life must include 
what we do for a living, 
what we do for our defence 
and the derence of Islam and 
--hat we f o to enhance the 
pos!tion d/! Islam, its spread 
and res 

a 
et3 for it”. 

“To o all these involves 
skills and knowledge. The 
Prophet was known for his 
business skills and his wis- 
dom in worldlv matters. 

“This contributed to the 
respect the communities in 
Mccia ::nd Medina had for 
him and to his eventual suc- 
cess in carrying the Mes- 
sage. The Prophet was 
knouled cable in the affairs 
of every di ay life as much as 
he was knowledgeable in re- 
ligion,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir said the IIU 
has shown that an Islamic 
university, properly con- 
ceived, could achieve a level 
of excellence on par with the 
more established universi- 
tie;eii, this region and else- 

He said *there was uo 
dcubt this achievement was 
due. in large measure, to the 
vision and wisdom of its ac- 
ademic staff and manage- 
ment. 

The Prime Minister said 
there has always been. with- 
in a Muslim country,.a belief 
that an Islamic university 
must be concerned exclu- 
;igly with the study of Is- 
a 

“One can perhaps under- 
stand this narrow view 
where other religions are 

“Islam is not just a belief, 
a faith. Islam is a way of life. 
A -way of life that encom- 
passes all that one does dur- 
ing one’s lifetime must in- 
clude command of all the 
irz;l;tdge that can contrib- 

“Such is the importance 
of all knowledge m Islam 
that we are enjoined in Su- 
rah Al-Ghashiybh that we 
must observe the moun- 
tains and the camels. 

“Obviously these are ex- 
am 

B 
les of Allah’s creations 

an equally obviously, they 
have a bearing on life. 

andT~o%Xe~~ $,%I% 
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the extent of our study of 
these creations of Allah.” 

Dr Mahathir said surely 
Islam is a religion that posi- 
tively exhorts Muslims to 
study what surrounds them 
and constitutes a part of life 
and added that such studies 
constitute the sciences, for 
what else can result from 
our observation if not scien- 
tific knowledge. 

“Yet there are Muslims 
who would have us confine 
learning and knowledge 
solely to the study of the 
teachings and the interpre- 
tations of Islamic theology 
and Islamic laws. 

“And so an Islamic uni- 
versity must not confine it- 
self solely to theology. All 
the subjects that are being 
taught in other universities 
must be taught with equal 
thoroughness in the Islamic 
university.” 
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