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MAHATHIR SAYE PEOPLE ARE FREE TO INTERPINTE HIES STATIMENES

~bm '2/5 . Zﬁ)

KIMAMAN, Aug.26 (Bernama) -~ Prime Minister Datuk seri e Mahathir
Mohamad said toddy anyone was free to make any Kind of nterpretation of
his statements in the run-up to the Umno vlections in November.

He said: "It is the Nght of the people 1 a free country to make any
interpretation.

"when | say no they say it means ves and when | say ves they say it
means no." : '

He was speaking at a press conference attoer opening the Pesama-MK
Farniture Sdn.phd. farnigure factory here,

Dr Mahathir was asked about the interpretations Madp about. his
statements and even his actions in view ol the forthcoming party eleor1uns

He said there was also the problem of the mass media slanting their

reports. “"glant... that is the problem,” hv added but declined to say

whether reports in the newspaperﬂ of lTate abeut the P\@PT]UH% were
d]aTOITPd .
l'rannﬂf say anvthing, the newspaper way Wit at me next,” he said. —-
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‘Regading the statement by Umno Deputy Pionident Ghafar -Baba reaffifming‘.-

.

“his intention to defend his party post, I Mahathir said he hdd nnthing

more to say ahout, .the matter.

"1 did say that if it is possible... if 1t.1s ncﬁ possible, what can be
done?” he said in response to the question citing his statement #hat, one of
the two contenders fot' the post should wilhdraw.

Commenting on the -.cirenlar issued by the Chief secretary to the
Government. Tan &vi Ahmad Sarji Abdul Hamid, he said many questions had been
raised about the involvement of government officers in politics.

Ahmad Sarji was clarifying what was alloved or disallowed for _
government. officers as well as reminding {hem of their responsibilities.

Dt Mahathir said, however, it was not an offence if government
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‘ofticers, including those in the Community Development Department (Ksmaq),

clarified government policies in the intelest of the government.
- However, they could not , for instance, put forward to the people that
certain candidates should bhe elected, he .waid in response to (uestions on

.the Tole of government officers, especially those from Kpmaq, in the Batu

Palam by-election in Pahang. -- Bernama
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