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CUKA‘, Thurs gé

sia’s industrialisation ef-
forts will become complete
when investors shift their
attention to the east coast
States and Sabah and Sara-
wak, Prime Minister, {zatuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohama
§a1d today.

He sald there was a new
trend emerging among in-
vestors in the west coast to
expand their operations to
the east coast to take advan-
tage of the cheaper labour
and lower land costs there.

“Now more investors are
turning to the east coast
States. Those, who invested
in the west coast are now

portant &

coast tates and Sabah and
Sarawak, the whole country
will be industrialised.”

Speaking to reporters af-
ter opening the Pesama MK
Furniture Sdn Bhd facory at
the Jakar I industrial estate
near here, Dr Mahathir,
however, said that what was
more important was that
the people wanted industri-
al growth.

“If the people in a particu-
lar area like fighting or the
workers there like to picket
or stage strikes, then the
investors won’'t come. But
in areas where the people
hke to work, investors will

feeling the effects of hlg‘iﬁr%DmMahéthlr ad AR

land cost, difficulty in gef-
ting labour and having to
pay high salaries.

“Eventually, when inves- M . :
which are an important as.

tors disperse to the new
growth areas in the east

the people in the east codst
States “were known for thelr

set, to the fullest.
4

On the plans to improve
the infrastructural facilities
in the east coast States to
attract more investors, he
said the Federal Govern-
ment planned to build a
highway linking Johor, Pa-
hang, Terengganu and Ke-
lantan.

“The highway may not be
of the same standard as the
North-South Highway. Nev-
ertheless, it’s the effective-
ness of the highway in
bringing in progress that
matters.”

He said when it was neces-
sary to upgrade the high-
way, it could be turned into
a dual carriageway and,

way like those in the devel-
oped countries.

Ont tilisation of tim-,
" ber waWsaid the tim@

ber industry should look
into ways to increase the

value of the raw material as
much as they can to prevent
wastage.

He said the Pesama MK
Furniture factory was a

good example because it had *

ventured downstream and
was making full use of the
raw material to produce fur-
niture for export.

“This is what we want
others to follow because we
cannot continue to become
exporters of logs and sawn
timber. It looks very primi-
tive, as though we have no
ability.”

Dr Mahathir said it would
require someone with vi-

. sion to see the opportunities
eventually a six-lane high- -

and advantages of increas-
ing the added value of the
raw materials.

He added that another op-
portunity had been present-
ed to the wood-based indus-
try in the form of oil palm

<

0 industrialise all areas

to make quality furniture.

Earlier, he sdid Malaysia
was able to attract investors
because of its political sta-
bility and conducive labour
environment. Labour un-
rest was not common in the
country because workers
wanted to work and not cre-
ate trouble.

He reminded the poople
that a company would not
achieve success if there was
no co-operation between the
investors, management and
the workers.

“It is difficult to say who
is more important because
they need each other. We
are lucky that in Malaysia,
the investors, managers and
workers are aware of the
heed to work in harmony to
‘ensure sticcess. Otherwise;
our industrial growth will
become stagnant.”
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