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PM: Arti ts too have vital role to play 
By Jeffrey Ramayah 8 FiF 2 8 AUG w&h&linvasgladthat .$&“~,$ YF;asy&~ 

Yayasan Seni had taken ef- 
KUALA LUMPUB, Fri. - 
Artists have an important 
role to play in developing 
the culture of a country- 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha- 
mad saia toaay 

Berdafti. 
The sponsors for the exhi- 

bition are the New Straits 
Times Press (M) Berhad. Sis- 
tern Televisyen Malaysia 
(TV3), Malaysia Airlines, 
Allied-Link, Pan Pacific h* 
tel, Parico and Pica. 

forts to introduce artists Ab- 
dul Mutalib Zakaria and Ab- 
dul Ghani Ahmad whose 
paint-s were on display at 
the exhibition. 

Also on display are works 
of international artist Jian 
Hi-zou. 

Dr Mahathir said he un- 
derstood that Yayasan Seni 
had established a special 
scholarship to as&t artists 
to purse in-depth studies on 
art. 

“This is a very good devel- 
opment in the field of arts 
and should be emulated by 
other organisations.” 

B;Z yx&puu 

Idris Daim s ’ the founda- 
“fd tion would continue to 

strive to pro ate the arts in 
the count 

She sill the board had 7. 
P 

established sholarships to 
assist local artists who 
wanted to learn mpre about 
painting and dra 

““di Culture, Arts an Tour- 
ism Minister Datuk Sabbar- 
uddin Chik said tourists 
were greatly attracted to the 
country because of its cul- 
ture and arts. 

He said more art exhibi- 
tions should be .held espy 
;dlryI;mg Vtslt Malama 

the Prime Minister said 
they could also uplift the 
image of a country and pro- 
tect and defend the nation’s 
moral values. 

“This is because those in- 
volved in the artistic fields 
are not different from other 
sectors of society. 

“They are part of society 
and their eve contribu- 
tion is meanin 2 ul,” he said 
when launching the “Vi- 

Dr Mahathir said artists 
could introduce Malaysian 
culture to other countries 
through their paintings. 

Malaysia should not just 
depend on selected well- 
known artists but greater 
efforts must be made to en- 
sure new faces whose artis- 
tic capabilities are just as 
g&d. Earlier, Yayasan Seni 
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