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Mahathir-message .

DONYT BE MISLED BY WESTERN TAUNTS OF OUR DEMOCRACY, BAYS MAHATHIR
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(EMBARGO: For release at 8.30 tonight, Aug. 30) Cﬁ

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug.30.(Bernama) —- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathiv Mohamad today
reminded the people ndé to be misled by wenTern raunrs about the Malavslan
democratic system being not democratic enongh.

"actually, thev want us to practise the democracy which brings about
instability, ecomomic dectine and poverty. With such a situation, they can
threaten and control us,” the Prime Minister said in his National Day
message over radio and television.

He said those who condemned Malavaia saying that “we are not democratic
enough want this country to be like the soviet countries and yugoslavia,
which faced disunity, Yacial viots, elimination of ethnic communities and
ingtability.”

while the West urged the countries ot the former Soviet Union to become’
democratic, it was not willing to help, evena little, when riots broke out
and the economies of those comntries collapsed, he added. —- more
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As such, the people in Malaysia should not he easily 1nf1nen(ed by euwh
foreign claims as rhey wanted Malaysia to l‘muxn backward and wnable to
compete with them so that .they could say of us "we thre incapable of being
independent and adminigter the country onraclves” . he said.

Rl - - I~

he Prime Minister stressed that Malavsia practised dvmo«raly by giving
the people ‘the right to elect their. represcitatives freely and this was the
most important foundation of demucra<v

Absolute freedom was not democracy but anarchy, a situation without law
and order, he said. o

He added: "lreedom shonld have its limifts as we do not want someone's.
treedom to become a pressure on someons else and absolute freedom will .
Thrpurpn society.

“1f we do not have restrictions on vacial politics; racial tension and

riots w111 ocenr and this is bound to affect the conmntry's stability and
progress.” —— more
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He said s peonle chonld svoid 3 -
q]igq“;;q the QHQp]e shonld avoid fighting among themselves because the
3 § T s . B . . dM sSe the
QP))bpin;mrgo:r]]C?? rnd riots wonld amount to nothing compared with the
} ] .hat could be wrought by sharing the frui of o P,
i - DY s g the truits of various e 1S
a peaceful and prosperons atmosphere. : " effOItS m
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e g?gaﬁgll said thg joxld had changed much. The Cold war had ended but
s . seem to indicate that the wor ould become me e :
eontlicts redneed. s world wonld hecumg more peaceful aud
‘At. the s i mld s . L
dpvplog:dsare :1me, wxlld trade continned to become diffionlt because
Ve 2 countries which in the past upheld fre ere today
i ] < o : - st : ree trade, were todg
absarbe - i ; - ibhe ade, were today
;ni ‘?ﬁﬂ_1piyest1lutlng trade to avoid competition from the newly
zus.;1u1151ng countries of the Soonth, he added s
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have qP:V:hFo ?Y?r“Vme th15 Lhd?lenge from the developed countries. We
dpvglsﬁéd.C;“:;3:a$1v§"ﬁﬂyecam1ng a developed country by the year 2020, a
Ve d « 'Y having mastered efficiency, administrati . o
knowledd el i3 ) e e nency, administration, trade
dge and industry on par with developed countries but retaininé noble:
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and clean va]ués," he said. ~- more
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Pherefore, the theme of the National Day celebrations "Bersatu Menuju
wawasan"™ was most appropriate, for, to aclheve that, the people of the
various communities should be of one heart and mind, he added.

it was only trhough this that "we can ensure that no one can stifle our
aspiration to emerge as a developed and tree country”, he said.

'he Prime Minister said National Day was a day for the people to look
back on the history of the struggle tov independence and the younger
generation in particular should know about this struggle so that they would
be able to value and preserve the independence.

mrhis is becanse if we arve not careful, imperialism in a subtle form
through economic pressure, cultural influence and so forth can return,
added. ..

pr Mahathir hoped through the National bay celebrations, the people
would be able to review the progress that had been achieved and value the
development. efforts since Merdeka. —— dernama
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