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KUCHING, Tues. - Local 
universities should set high 
standards in all as 

r 
ts of 

their activities so t at they 
can be a model in the region 
and have their skills in 

there was no reason’why the 
country’s hi her education 
system coul d not become an 
industry as can be seen t‘b- 
day where foreign countries 
were competing to have 
twinning educational 
grammes with Mala 

pro- 
sia. 

Dr Mahathir ad ed that (Y 
these countries were in fact 
export&it skills which Ma- 
laysians also had. “We 
should strive to market our 
expertise and skills in edu- 
cation to the international 
community,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir was speak- 
ing at ceremony to lay the 
founda on.stone of Univer- 
siti M 
-) 

a 

y;ta,$tir 
.K 

z- 

about km from here. 
Unimas is Mala sia’s 

eighth university, an if- is the 
first to be located outside 
Peninsular Malaysia. Its 
first batch of 120 students 
from all over the country 
began the academic term 
earlier this month. 

Dr Mahathir also spoke on 
the need for universities to 
cooperate with the Govern- 

a 

itive to the issues of de- 

vant to the social, economic 
and political situation of the 
country. 

Dr Mahathir also said that 
universities cannot be sepa- 
rated from society and the 
economy. Instead, they 
must have close relations 

academicians 
change their attitude and 
work together with indus- 
try. 

On university-Govern- 
ment relations, he said the 
Government did not wish to 

se restrictions on aca- 
activities which 

ght benefit to the na- 

He also said it could con- 
sider relaxing the control on 

J 

Play ‘bigger role in society, universities told/ 

They should look back at quality being aggressive, qualities that should be in- 

from tie colonial era so that 
Pro-active and innova- 

culcated and promoted 
the s stem passed down 

tlve* 
among the student commu- 
nity. 
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